











had witnessed and reported signs of the humanity of
the Indians that he had obscrved (among others, their
extreme facility in learning Spanish). His vision of and
for the New World was by no means what we would
today recognize as sccular romantic: that the place and
people were best left alone, as a pristine wilderness
peopled by happy savages. But it was unusual, though
not unique in its time. New Spain would be a new
Christendom, created slowly in dialogue with the Indi-
ans, not quickly by conquest. He seems to have had no
doubt that dialogue would result in Indian conversion;
but that was in part based on his conviction that
Christianity itself was adaptable.

Las Casas became legendary, as did the experiments

in mission by dialogue that followed him. The power of
the legend became real for many of us as we were drawn
into The Mission. Des
feat for the vision of L
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I HE DREADFUL TRIBE OF SOCIOLOGISTS referred to were the
most powerful ideologists in several modernising Latin
American republics at the time. ‘Order and progress'—
the positivist slogan became Brazil’s motto in 1890—
could not abide the Indians or the cultural dialogue
beloved of Las Casas. By and large, the positivist motto
mapped a course of events that we can now look back
on with some dismay—that history of self-assessed
failure to attain Euro-American ‘progress’; further re-
pression, even extermination, of the Indians in the name
of progress; of blaming the Indians not only for the failure
to progress but for their own incompetence at survival,
Surely absolutist Europeanism and the debate for which

it scts the agenda must have died, because of the ab-
surdities and tragedics they have generated:

But no. The old debate is on again, on the cve of
1992 Our Spanish scholar would have no trouble dis-
cerning the Sepulvedas and the Las Casas of this round
in the battle for Latin American identity and direction.
Could that one there be Sepulveda himself, wily as cver,
disguised this time as a passionately sccular and justly
celebrated fabulist?! He sounds it, arguing that, in the
name of fecding the hungry, as the Euro-Americans have
shown us how, and of realising the uniquely European
dream of individual liberty, the Latin American Indians
might have to be asked to surrender their languages and
what is left of their cultures.

That is the kernel of a quincentennial manifesto
published by the great Peruvian novelist and recently

candidate, Mario Var-
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But there is the cold steel of cultural absolutism
too. Once again a dialogical construction of Latin
American cultures is being ruled out in the name of
salvation made in the First World. Once again a sizce-
able segment of many Latin American societies is being
fabulised into incompetence. Once again, the heirs of
Las Casas (noisier now than during the last centenary—
but that’s another story of ‘base communities’ and Indi-
an resistance groups) are being told that, now as cver
since 1492, conquest is destiny.

Rowan Ireland is director of the Institute of Latin
American Studies at La Trobe University.

eSce p27, ‘Rediscovering America’.

eMap of western hemisphere from Nova totius terrar-
um orbis tabula, drawn by Hendrick Doncker, 1665.
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Finding our way

tpruARY 15 1992, s e 50TH
anniversary of the tall of Singapore to
the armies of Imperial Japan. That
British dcbacle, a tragi-comedy sym-
bolisced by the heavy guns left unused
because the enemy attacked from ‘the
wrong’ dircction, brought about a fun-
damental change of attitudes in Aus-
tralia.

It ended reliance on Britain in for-
cign and defence policy, and began an
alliance with the United States. Aus-
tralia was forced to recognise itsclf as
an Asian-Pacific nation, ignoring
Churchill’s demand that Australian
troops help protect the threatened
cmpire in Burma, and instead com-
mitting them to Australia’s northern
approaches in New Guinea.

But this discovery of our locality
has only fittully been matched by a
sense of independent identity. During
the 19530s and 1960s, war and commu-
nist revolution in China, Korea and
Vietnam dominated attention in the
region. The US response to these
cvents was a rapid expansion in its

military presence in Asia, and succes-
sive Australian governments have re-
garded Australian and American in-
terests as identical.

This attitude, summarised by
Harold Holt's slogan‘All the way with
LBJ’, has most reeently been demon-
strated by Bob Hawke's decision to
commit Australianforces to the Gulf—

a decision taken before any UN foree
was organised, and even before the US
had invited Australian involvement.

At crucial times Australia has
found itself numb and dumb betore
majordevelopmentsin the region. Our
failure to openly condemn the Indo-
nesian invasion of East Timor is a
source of lasting national shame.

Last November’s massacre in
Dili—the latest outhreak of violence
in a conflict that Amnesty Interna-
tional cstimates has cost more than
200,0001livessince 1975—highlighted
not only the iniquity of Indonesia, but
alsothe cravenartitude that has guided
Australian policy on thisissue. We are
in a weak position to recommend
anything when we have shown our-
sclves to be so accommodating to-
wards Indonesian interests.

But belligerence is not the only
alternative. Since Bill Hayden's time
as Foreign Minister, Australia has
sought to be the honest broker in
resolving conflict in Cambodia. The
forces arrayed against the Evans plan
tricd to use proxics among the Cam-
bodian factions to keep old contests
alive—China against Vietnam; China,
the USSR and the US against cach
other; Vietnam against Thailand. Yet
despite this—and despite the under-
standablchostility shown towards the
Khmer Rouge leaders on their arrival
in Phnom Penh—the Australian-
brokered peace appears to be working.

Whether or not the Evans plan
ultimatcly succeeds, it will remain a
model tor the application of intelli-
gent diplomacy. Its central assump-
tion is that Australian foreign policy
should reflect national interests iden-
titicd by Australians themscelves,
rather than simply accepted as the
conscquences of military alliance. The
pursuit of interests independent of the
supcrpowers, and Australia’s role as a
significant though non-threatening
presence in the region, are the stutf of
sclf-confidence in the foreign relations
of a new nation,

Michael Kelly S]is publisherof Furcka
Street.
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HE MILITARY WORLD has always
been a home of the half-truth and the
euphemism. Defence, for example, is
a word often put to dubious use. For
some of our neighbours in the Asia-
Pacificregion, the threat governments
arc most defensive about is a political
ong, posed by internal dissidents rath-
er than by outside aggressors. Related
half-truths surrounded the interna-
tional military equipment exhibition,
Aidex 91, held in Canberra at the end
of November.

On the one hand, Aidex attracted
support from state and federal govern-
ments because of the potential for
Australian companies to eamn export
income from the sale of military
equipment. Yet according to the or-
ganisers, the aim of the exhibition
was not export at all, which is con-
troversial, but rather imports—the sale
of military equipment to the Austral-
ian defence forces.

The exhibition was organised by
Desiko, an Australian private compa-
ny specialising in industry fairs. Entry
to Aidex, which included about 150
exhibitors from all over the world,
was restricted to ‘trade only’, defined
as’industry professionals, government
and military officials, diplomatic staff,
international trade organisations and
professional organisations’. The
exhibition included displays by the
Australian departments of Defence
and Trade, and some state govern-
mentssponsored companies toattend.
The Minister for Defence, Scnator
Robert Ray, also provided the organ-
isers with a letter endorsing the ex-
hibition, which was used in advertis-
ing.

In a letter to Community Aid
Abroad, which campaigned against the
exhibition, Senator Ray said the gov-
ernment supported Aidex ‘because it
reinforces our efforts to increase ex-
ports of high-technology Australian
goods and services, including defence
products.” This statement sits un-
happily with a speech to the National
Press Club in February last year, in
which Ray said: ‘A major lesson for
the future relates to the need to con-
trol and reduce the international arms
trade.’

The contradictions increase, since
according to the organisers of Aidex,
the aim of the exhibition was 1t the
cxport market, but rather Australian
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efence force personnel. An Aidex
>okesman, Ken Morton, said ‘[the
efence forces] import 70 per cent of
1eir equipment, and that will be the
1ain aim of the exhibitors.’

Askedabout Senator Ray’sremarks
oncerningincreasing exports, Morton
dmitted: ‘In the last two or three
ears the Australian atmosphere has
hanged somewhat, and as aresult we
lace less of an emphasis on exports
ow.” Was this because of the con-
-oversy over the arms trade? ‘It’s just
1at the atmosphere has changed,’ he
aid. However, Morton told at least
neotherjournalist that, far from being
matter of emphasis, there would be
o export orders resulting from the
xhibition at all—an extraordinary
laim, given the diplomatic repre-
entatives who were expected to at-
and.

The authoritative industry maga-
ine Pacific Defence Reporter was
nder no such illusions. An article in
;s November 1991 issue, headed
Aidex bookings triumph’, congratu-
ited Aidex organisers on the high
umber of exhibitors in spite of pro-
ests from ‘peace groups’. The maga-
ine reviewed the companies attend-
ag, and noted that the British supplier,
’osper Thorneycroft, was seeking both
he RAN minehunter order, and an
rderfor corvettesfrom Brunei. United
tates companies hoped to sell torpe-
oesto‘regional navies’ and the French
ompany Dassault ‘is likely to be in-
erested in potential sales of fighter,
round-attack or training aircraft to
everal potential regional buyers’, the
nagazine said.

Morton believes those who oppose
\idex misrepresent it ‘as some sort of
nternational arms bazaar’. Why is
his a misrepresentation? Because, he
aid, only about a tenth of the exhibits
vas ‘things that go bang. The rest is
omputer software, clothing and the
ike.It’s decidedly unsexy as far as the
nedia is concerned, but we think it’s
mportant from the point of view of
\ustralia’s defence.’

Those protesting against the exhi-
sition acknowledge that its primary
ocus may have been on imports to
\ustralia, but say that the export

component cannot be ignored. In
October last year, Community Aid
Abroad sponsored a tour by a Philip-
pines defence analyst, Professor Ro-
land Simbulan, who is a leader in the
campaign to remove American bases
from the Philippines. His visit high-
lighted the sale of military equipment
by Australia to the Aquino govern-
ment for use in the ‘total war’ against
communist insurgents.

In the same month new informa-
tion on Australia’s arms exports came
to light as a result of questions asked
in Parliament by Senator Jo Vallen-
tine. Last year $331,907 worth of ex-
ports of arms to the Philippines were
approved, and $116,182 actually sent.
These included gun propellant, shot
shell cases and cryptographic equip-
ment. Australia’s military exports to
the Third World are soaring—{rom
$4.8 million to $55.5 million in the
last financial year. A large part of this
increase was due to one sale of Mirage
fighters to Pakistan, worth $36 mil-
lion. But there is little doubt that
some exported arms are used for dubi-
ous political purposes.

Australia exports arms to the
military government in Burma, which
is holding the Nobel Peace Prize
winner, Aung San Suu Kyi, under
house arrest. Aung San’s party won an
overwhelming victory in elections
held in 1990, but the government ig-
noredthe poll and has made no attempt
to restore civilian rule. In 1989 and
1990 Australia exported to Burma
engine parts for Pilatus Porter aircraft,
which the Burmese air force use in a
ground-attack role against insurgents.

One of the leading arms exporters
is Australian Defence Industries,
which is government-owned. In the
past two years it has sold rifles and
spare parts to Papua New Guinea,
ammunition to Indonesia, smokeless
powder to the Philippines and Malay-
sia, phosporus-filled mortar bombs to
Singapore, naval projectiles, fuses and
cartridges to Bangladesh, and Bofors-
gun components to Ireland. Develop-
ing nations now account for 45 per
cent of Australian arms exports,
compared to only four per cent in
1989-90. Yetat arecent meetingof the

World Bank the Treasurer, John Ker-
in, urged developing countries to cut
military spending .

Frank Brennan SJ, director of the
Jesuit social researchinstitute, Uniya,
and an organiser of protests against
the display said: ‘Tunderstand Aidex’s
primary purpose is to facilitate sales
for Australian defence purposes, but a
necessary accompaniment to that is
the export of Australian technology
within the region. If Aidex is a suc-
cess, there will be a further militari-
sation in the Asia-Pacific region.’

And why did the Australian
Department of Defence feel the need
toexhibit at Aidex, if its mainrole was
as a potential buyer? The department
spent about $16,000 on its display, a
sum which a spokesman described as
‘cheap’. The spokesman said the dis-
play consisted of information on
defence policy, particularly the recent
armed forces structure review, and
‘wemight haveafew models of defence
equipment’.

What is the government’s aim in
mounting the display? The spokes-
man said: ‘We see it as an opportunity
to present information on Australia’s
defence policy to the industry, and to
defence personnel.’” Was this neces-
sary? Surely these groups are aware of
such matters? ‘Yes, it is absolutely
necessary. You would be surprised
how much need there is,’ the spokes-
man said.

No doubt. [ ]

Margaret Simons is a freelance jour-
nalist. She lives in South Australia.
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Knights of the forest

Hlegal loggers and corrupt officials are stripping the Philippines of its
natural resources, but some Filipinos are determined to stop the trade.

g Dominapor CaancanNaNn is a respectable man,

a very respectable man. As vice-president of the Samar
State Polytechnic College and a grand knight of the
Knights of Columbus, a Catholic community organisa-
tion, he takes his civic responsibilities scriously. Per-
haps morc scriously than some Philippines government
officials had reckoned.

Samar is onc of the bigger islands in the Philippines.
It is also one of the islands most affected by deforestation;
its forest cover has dropped from 90 per cent to 40 per
cent in a few decades. The Philippines Department of
Environment and Natural Resources says it is respond-
ing to the problem—since 1989, according to the director
of the department’s special concerns office, Ebert
Bautista—the national reafforestation rate has overtak-
en the damage caused by loggers. In that year, 119,000
hectares of land were denuded and 130,000 were re-
planted. Thosc are the official statistics; when T spoke
to Dr Cabanganan, he was not so surc of them

Seatcd at his desk, a portrait of President Corazon
Aquino on the wall behind him, Dr Cabanganan was
abrim with patriotic indignation. He explained how the
department had asked the Knights of Columbus to sur-
vey about half of the 1000 hectares being replanted
around the capital of Samar, Catbalogan. It was not an
casy job. Perhaps, he said, the knights had been expect-
ed to take the casy way out by rubber-stamping the work.
But the department had reckoned without the knights’
civic zeal. Putting up their own money to do the job,
the knights divided into three groups—unknown to each
other—which carried out overlapping inspections.

The gap between the department’s claims and
reality turned out to be ecnormous. According to the de-
partment, all the replanting had been done. The farmers
and commiercial contractors who were supposed to have
carried out the work had been paid $A500 per hectare
for labour and plants, with more to come for tending
the saplings. Yet the knights discovered that, of the first
290 hectares checked, only 179 had been planted. One
contractor had been paid for 60 hectares but only 10 per
cent of the work had been done. The kn - ts were hor-
rified—more than $A55,000 raised through public loans
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had vanished. Their report called for for department
officers to be prosecuted, and for senior officials to in-
spect the ‘ghost projects’.

But there is little chance of that. A bookkeeper with
the Environment Department in Catbalogan, Ligaya
Tan, told me she could recall only one prosecution for
illegal logging on Samar, with a fine of just $A50. De-
partment officers turned a blind eye to contractors us-
ing dummy projects to get a bigger share of the
reafforestation money, she said, and were then paid to
say the work had been completed. In 1986, a depart-
ment officer had cut down saplings and planted rice for
himseclf. The resulting official investigation ‘couldn’t see’
the damage and the case was closed. Raphael Yrastorza,
alawyer who heads the Samar office of the government-
appointed Commission on Human Rights, confirmed
that logging was continuing on the island, although it
had been officially banned since 1989. 1 sec logs

illegally cut and carried on trucks because 1

B often go around the region,” he said.

ACK IN ManNiLa, Ebert Bautista spread his hands in
dismay and despair. Of course there was corruption, he
said: ‘We know there are certain contractors who vio-
late the arca planting requirements.” And there were
problems in the department—37 officers have been sus-
pended nationwide. Bautista said that he had a network
of regional officers who were loyal to the department
and reported directly to him. Spies? ‘Yes, you can call
them spies if you like.” He insisted, however, that Dr
Cabanganan’s findings reflected an isolated problem.

But the cvidence suggests that the natural resources
of the Philippines are being pillaged at an alarming rate.
On Samar, poverty has already torn the heart out of the
people, and now it is tearing the guts out of ¢ island
itsclf. With forest cover low, many of the logger barons
are turning their attention to the latest natural plunder,
stalactites and stalagmites. Sonny, an Environment
Department worker in Catbalogan, showed me a truck
loaded with 6000 kilos of limestone columns. The de-
pai ready 777 he
but much more was getting through. Except in the






Morag Fraser

Morag Fraser

‘I got a letter bomb once—an arrangement of batteries
and things. Mike Leunig had a look at it, got very upset
and said we’d better call security. So the guard came,
picked up the package, tossed it up in the air and said oh
yeah this is one alright. So he got the tactical police.
They arrived in black uniforms—guns and everything.
The bloke in charge said yes it was a letter bomb but if it
had gone ¢ it wouldn’t have done me much harm.
Probably would just have wounded my hands. I said oh
thanks, that’s a great comfort. And do you know, after
years of drawing politics, what got me that letter bomb
was a drawing I had done about the English cricket team.’

lack and Tanner

ANNER TELLS THE STORY WITH SOME RELISH. After all,
it is a given of cartooning tradition that artists will serve
as thoms in the sides of the illustrious, the notorious
and the humbugs. He recalls gleefully that the great
cartoonist, Phil May, was included in Hitler’s invasion-
of-England death list. Tanner himself has agitated more
than English cricket fans. In 1967 Sir Frank Packer made
Tanner hot property when he insisted on pulping an
edition of the Bulletin containing Tanner’s cartoon of
the late Sir Henry Bolte in hanging mood.

Two generations of Australians have grown up
with the cartoons and writings of Leslie Mervyn
Tanner (he wisely abandoned an early ambition to
style himself L. Mervyn Tanner). Political parties
have come and gone. So have cricket teams. So have
ways of being Australian. Tanner remains more
Hard Yakka than Country Road. But there’s the
trap: hazard a characterisation of him and you leamn
fast what it’s like to be the straight woman. He’s
beaten you to the lines by making a life’s work and
art of self-deprecating autobiography. ‘Leslie Tanner
or how I fought life to a draw’ reads one of the early
Age promos. Even the headline i< his. ‘Black and
Tanner’ was his tryout title for e Saturday Age
column [he has now been writing a weekly column
for longer than just about any other journalist
around). The Age said no go, the title was compre-
hensively offensive. Which of course was the point.

Tanner has been writing and drawing now for
more years than Paul Keating and John Hewson
have been alive. He has worked on different conti-
nents, been to war, saw Hiroshima six months af-
ter the bombing. He has worked for a representative

‘I do not bow to mob demonstrations—only to mob support.’
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range of Australian media proprictors and he has,
on his own admission, been absolutely wrong about
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of the sans maisons thousing); Oct pl4.1t's
only dry under the umbrella {Liberal Par-
ty); Nov pl6. Fred in focus (book review);
Nov p36. Conspicuous on consumption
{High Court); Dec pl18.

Weedon, K. [illust.} Apr.

West, Morris. Unholy alliances [book re-
view); Sept p32.

Williams, Bruce. On the magic carpetslide
[theatre review/arts funding); Mar pdd,
The ABC of opera (operal; Apr p42. Once
heck of a ghost (theatre review!); May p41.
The return of the narrative [theatre); Oct
p10. Grace notes and gross notes [opera
review); Nov pd2.

Williams, John. The culture gulf {Islam);
Mar pl3.

Windsor, Gerard. Laying it on thick [book
review); Mar p38. For whom the bell (the-
atre/Shakespeare reviewl; Apr pdd. The
New Zealand traveller sketches the ruins
of St Patrick’s {Church/Australian cul-
turcl; Sept p28. A poor Englishiman in
Ircland (fiction); Dec pid.

Z

Zappala, Gianni. Minding the closed shop
{industrial relations}; June pl4.

Zwicky, Fay. Rituals of surrender {Poetry
review); June p36.




Aboriginal affairs: Going nowhere fast, Jack
Waterford Aug pl2.

Aboriginal Art: Spirit in story, Roscmary
Crumlin Mar p35.

Aboriginal land rights: Time to treat just-
ly, Frank Brennan May p9. Thomas Ke-
ncally talks treaty, Morag Fraser May p9.
Tempting earthly powers, Frank Brennan
Sept pld.

ALP: Blood sweat and fears, Stuart Macin-
tyre Junc p8. Just a glimmer on the hill,
Paul Rodan Junce pl2.

Asceticism and Sexuality: Womien, sex
and sin, K E Power July p2 1.

Australian Broadcasting Commission: The
state of play, Margaret Simons Sept p8.
Extraordinary voices, Morag Fraser Oct
pt.

B

Banks: The lore of diminishing returns,
Jack Waterford May pl13.

Bioethics: Conscensus: seeking it or shap-
ing it? Michacl Walsh May p20.

Burma: Breaking Burma'’s peace, Andrew
Hamilton Mar pl19. Political hope (Aung
San Suu Kyil, Morag Fraser Nov pd.

C

Cambodia: Cambodia update, Michael
Kelly Aug p26. Exiles 1:Cambodia, Dec
p7.

Cartoonists: The subversive gadfly (John
Spooner) Morag Fraser Mar p24. Cross-
referencing Leunig, Morag Fraser Apr p24.
Scribbler’s progress (Bruce Petty) Morag
Fraser, July p24.

China: The past in China’s present, Paul
Rule Marpd1. Wrestling with culture (Feng
Youlan obit.), China News Analysis Mar
p42.Inthe ranks again, China News Anal-
ysis June p21. A heart upside down, Paul
Rule June pd43. China, red and cthnice,
TrevorHay Oct p9. The Emperors without
clothes, Paul Rule Nov pl7.

Church: Counting the divisions, Damien
Simonis Mar pl6. Judging by appcarances,
Mary Malone May pl8. A delicate bal-
ance, Damien Simonis June p30. The New
Zcaland traveller sketches the ruins of St
Patrick’s, Gerard Windsor Sept p28. When
isaruinreally aruin? Mark Coleridge Nov
p28. Past imperfect, future indefinite (so-
cial justice), Daniel Patrick Monyihan,
Frank Fletcher, Brad Taylor, Bruce Dun-
can, Michael Hogan Nov p29. A voice
from the outer, Mark Coleridge Dee pd0.
Credit-cards: The road toruin is now debt-
free, Ray Cassin Apr p 16,
Czechoslovakia: To market to market,
Damien Simonis Nov p8S.

D

Death: Forum—facing up to dying, Adrian
Lyons and Kate Lindscy July p28&.
Decision—making: Forum, Adrian Lyons
and Kate Lindscy Mar p2§.

Defence spending: A poor excuse but mine
own minister, Jack Waterford Sept p13.
Defence: Swords into peaceshares, Jack
Waterford Apr p23.

Dylan, Bob: Dylan at 50, John Honner
May pld.

E

Easter: The way to Easter, Adrian Lyons
Apr pd.

Eastern Europe: A delicate balance, Dam-
ien Simonis June p30.

Economics: Hard times for local heroes
{interview/Peter Shechan), Margaret Si-
mons Apr pl3. Cracks in the econocrats,
Richard Curtain & Paul Rule Dec pl9.
Education, tertiary: Fiddling for funds,
Margarct Simons July p8. Flecing the phil-
istines, Margaret Simons July pl3.
Education: Forum—crossingover({Ycar 12
transition}, Adrian Lyons and Kate Lind-
sey, Apr p28.

Environmentalism: The vision splendid,
Margarct Simons June p24. An Australian
shade of green, Allan Paticnce Aug p8.
Cross country, Margarct Simons Augpl 1.
Up from under, Margaret Simons Dec p26.
Essays: Tales of an envy culture, Peter
Picree June p36. The New Zealand travel-
lersketchestheruins of St Patrick’s, Gerard
Windsor Sept p28.

Ethics: The lic direct, Tony Coady July p4.
Ethnic Minorities: The people nobody
wants, Damicn Simonis Nov p24.

F

Feminism: Reclaiming women’s past,
Dorothy Lee-Pollard July p21. Making it
our house, K.E. Power Dee pl2. ‘'Women
will do much’ {interview/Lavinia Byrnc),
Morag Frascr Dec p24.

Fiction: A poor Englishman in Ircland,
Gerard Windsor Dec p34.

Food and Yuppies: Feed them puns, Ray
Cassin May pl7.

Food: Messengers of pottage, Anthony
O'Donnell Oct pl19.

Football: On the wing without a prayer,
Mark Skulley Tune p17

G

Gulf War: Law and pcace: too brief a tale,
Adrian Lyons Mar p4. The more things
change ... Andrew Hamilton June p4.

H

Health-care: America’s health-carc chaos,
Lawrence Brandt May p21. The price of
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excellence {Fairticld hospital), David Glanz
Dee pl5.

High Court: Conspicuous on consump-
tion, Jack Waterford Dec p13.
Horseracing: The once and tuture bookie,
Peter Pierce Aprp21. The withering of the
heath, Peter Pierce Nov p7.

Housing: The rise and rise of the sans
maisons, Jack Waterford Oct pl4. Noplace
like home, Margaret Simons Dec p8. Mak-
ing it our place, K.E. Power, Dec pl2.
Howe, Brian: Howe now, Jack Waterford
July p13.

I

Immigration: limmigration scapegoating,
Anthony Fisher Sept pd.

Industrial relations: A question of dignity,
Patrick HayesJune pl0. Minding the closed
shop, Gianni Zappala June pl4.

Islam: The culture gulf, John Williams
Mar pl3. Talking up Islam, Pamicen Si-
monis Oct pl5.

Italy: Cosi fan tutti, Damicn Simonis Aug
p23.

L

Liberal Party: Charting the course, Tim
Duncan July p17. 1t’s only dry under the
umbrella, Jack Watcertord Nov pla.
Liturgy: The song of Francis, Margaret
Heagney Oct p42.

M

Manufacturing/industry: In scarch of tics
that bind, Richard Curtain Apr p9.
Mary: Judging by appearances, Mary
Malone May pl8.

Media: Inside the press gang, Margarcet
Simons Mar p6. The subversive gadfly,
Morag Fraser Mar p24. Cross-referencing
Leunig, Morag Fraser Apr p24. Taken as
read, Campbell Thomson June p33. Scrib-
bler’s progress, Morag Fraser July p24. The
Statc ot play, Margarct Simons Scptp8. No
one was killed in the war mummy, Leon
Gettler Sept p22. Extraordinary voices,
Morag Fraser Oct pd. Forum—Taking soaps
seriously, Dec p 29.

Middle East: The culeure gulf, John Wil-
liams Mar pl13.

Mining: Tempting carthly powers, Frank
Brennan Sept pl4,

N

Nationalism/republicanism: School for
scoundrels, Morag Fraser Aug pd. Forum—
Nationalism Aug p27.

NCC/the Movement: Sorting out the
soundandfury, Robert Murray, Val Noone
and Michac! Hogan Aug pI4.
Neighbourhood watch: Thy Nceighbour's
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watch, Ray Cassin Nov pl3.

O

Obituary: Vale Graham Greene, Edmund
Campion May p>. Manning Clark: in
memoriam, Edmund Campion July p3a.
Henri de Lubac ST, Avery Dulles Nov p27.

P

Papua New Guinea: Westminster at
Waigani, James Griftin Mar p21.
Phantom (Ghost who walks): Nothing
Sacred, Mark Skullev May p44.
Philippines: Caught in the cross-tire,
Andrew Nette and Angela Savage July
P33 Small vicrories, David Glanz Sept
p17. When the law is not enough, Kather-
ine Kizilos Sept p20.

Poctry: Prodigal 11, Mar pl2. Last poems,
Vincent Buckley Apr p37, 41, Frightened
Money, Peter Steele May p40. What Did
You Get For Mental? Peter Goldsworthy
Mav p37. Good Friday Seder at Separation
Creek, Chris Wallace-Crabbe June p3v.
Frog, Patrick O’Donohuce Aug p37. The
New Floor, Philip Hodgins Aug p43. Plu-
ral Jackets, Peter Steele Sept pad. On the
cdge, Tkons, Aileen Kelly Oct p35. Peter
Steele, The muses’ gatekeeper—the poet-
rv ot Peter Porter, Oct p36. The spirit,
Patrick O'Donohuc Nov p3s, Free will,
Chris Wallace-Crabbe Dee p37.

Politics, (Australian): All that glisters,
Mark Skulley Apr pa. The lore of dimin-
ishing returns, Jack Waterford May pl3.
From both sides now, John Warhurst Aug
P19 Democracy on the boil, Margaret
Simons Nov pl.

Politics: You only have toask, Ray Cassin
Oct p22. Political Hope, Morag Fraser Nov
P

Pope: Papal manocuvres, William Scobic
Apr p39. May Day manmifesto, Damien
Simonis June p6. Under tire on the home
front, Damicen Simonis July p6.

Prayer: Forum—Interior lives, Adrian Ly-
ons and Kate Lindsey May p28.

Public service: Poor Johnny one-note, Paul
Rodan May pl. Matters beyond measure,
Jack Watertord June pla6.

Pubs: The aftermyth of war, Ray Cassin
Mar p27. Living in confident expectation,
Ray Cassin Sept p27.

R

Refugees: Sanctuary too tar away, Mark
Raper Aprpl 7.

Reviews, Book: Robert Hughes, Nothing
i not Critical, Gerard Windsor Mar p3s,
Jonathan Spence, [ he Scearch tor Modern
China, and Julia Ching, Probing China's
Soul, Paul Rule Mar pd1. Brendan Byrne,
Inheriting the carth: the Pauline basis of u
spirituality of our time, and Tony Kelly A
New Imagimme: Towards an Australian
sprritualite, Enie Hodgens Apr pas. Sal-
man Rushdice, /{aroun and the Seda of Sto-
ries. Ann Jungman Apr p40. Patrick
O'Farrell, Vanished Kinedoms, Irish in
Australia and New Zealand. A Personal
[xcursion, Michacl L'Estrange May pas.
The Phantom Comie Collection. Mark
Skulley May pd4. Vincent Buckley, Last

Poems. Fay Zwicky June p36. Trevor Hay,
Tartar City Woman, Paul Rule June p43.

Fia Cumming, Mates: Five Champions of

the Labor Right, Paul Mees June p44. Derek
Parker, The Courtesans, Margaret Simons
June p44. Gerry Naughtin and Terry Lai-
dler, When I erow too old to dream, Leon
Flicker July p31. Robert Fisk, Pity the
Nation: Lebanon at War, Thomas Fried-
man, Froni Beirut toJerusalem. Amos Oz,
The Slopes of Lebanon. David K. Shipler,
Araband Jew, M.]. Crennan July p36. Tim
Winton, Cloudstreet. Michael McGirrJuly
pa&. Peter Brown, The Body and Societv,
K.E. Power July pd0. Isaiah Berlin, The
Crooked Timber of Humanity, Ray Cas-
sin Aug p35. Humphrey McQueen, Japan
to the Rescue, and Gavan McCormack
ed), Bonsai Australie Banzai: Multifunc-
tion Polis and the Making of a Special
Relationship with Japan, Brete Evans Aug
p3s. KimHawtrey, Life Alter Debt: A Way
forward for troubled Australia. Daryl
Dixon, A Wav Ahcad in Fiscal Policy,
Australian Episcopal Conference, Com-
mon Wealthand Common Good: A State-
ment on Wealtl and Distribution, David
Pollard Aug p40. Mark Aarons and John
Loftus, Ratlines, Morris West Sept p32.
Common Wealth and Common Good,
Bruce Duncan Sept p35. David Marr,
Patrick White. A Lite, Michacl MeGirr Sept
P38, Amos Oz, To Know A Woman.
Michacl McGirr Oct p39. Peter Corris, Fred
Hollows: an autobiography, Jack Water-
tord Nov p3a. Allister Sparks, The Mind of
South Africa, and Rian Malan, My Trai-
tor's Heart, M. Crennan Nov p39. Robert
Reich, The Waork of Nations: Preparing
ourselves for Twentv-First Century Capi-
talism, Richard Curtain Dec pl19. Michael
Pusey, Lconomic Rationalisi in Canber-
ra, Paul Rule, Dee p21. Robert Bernard
Martin, Gerard Manlyv Hopkins: A Very
I'rivate life. fiction/review, Gerard Wind-
sor Dee p3d, Paul Collins, No Set Agenda:
Australia’s Catholic Church Faces an
Uncertain Futare. Mark Coleridge Dec
p40. Lily Brett, What God Wants. Michacl
McGirr Dec pd2.

Reviews, Filin : Ditterent hats, same story
{Ihe Searchers, Mean Streets and AMiliers
Crossingl Ray Cassin May p24; In Bed with
Madonna, Ray Cassin Sept pdd; Guiltv by
Suspicion, Peter Steele Sept pdd. Rosen-
crantz and Guildensiern are Dead. Robin
Hood, Prince of Thieves, Morag Fraser Sept
pt The Nastv Gird, Oct p4d; David Brad-
don-Mitchell. Proof, Tony Coady Oce p4d,
Dving Youny, Hilary Spear Oct pd. fer-
munator 2: Judyment Dav, Ray Cassin Oct
p44. The Field, Ray Cassin Nov pdd.
Backdraft, Peter Steele Nov pdd, Life is
Sweet, David Braddon-Mitchell Nov p45.
Thelma And Louise, Morag Fraser Nov
pdo. Impromptu, Ray Cassin Dec pdd.
Mortal Thouchts, David Rraddon-Mitch-
cllDece pdd. The Commiuments, Margarct
Cottey Dece pdd. Soap Dish, David Brad-
don-Mitchell, Dec pda.

Reviews, Muscunt: Windows on cternity,
Joanna Mendelssolin July pd4, Blessed the
fruit of the carth, Susan Crennan Aug pd4.
Reviews, Theatre: On the magic carpet
slide, Bruce Williams Mar p44. For whom
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the Bell?, Gerard Windsor Apr pd4. One
heck of a ghost, Bruce Williams May p41.
The return of the narrative, Bruce Wil-
liams Oct p40.

Reviews,Opera: The ABC of opera, Bruce
Williams Apr p42. Grace notes and gross
notes, Bruce Williams Nov p42.

Rural affairs The vision splendid, Marga-
ret Simons June p24. Cross country, Mar-
garet Simons Aug pll. Up from under,
Margaret Simons Dec p6.
Russia/Central Asia: A crisis of national-
ities, Peter King Oct pl3.

Russia: Who should 'scape whipping?, Liz
Jackson Nov pv.

S

Science, Medical: What the nose knows,
John Funder Sept p24.

Science: Science, guns and money, John
Honner May p23. Theories and things,
John Honner June p23. 1063 and all that,
John Honner July p23. The centre cannot
hold, John Honner Aug p25. On a vulgar
note, John Honner Sept p23. Raiders of the
lost texts, John Honner Oct pl7. Integrity
and calculus, John Honner Nov pl 5. Eure-
ka dust, John Honner Dee p 27,

Sexuality and Asceticism : Women, sexand
sin, K.E. Power July p40.

Smoking: Unclean, unclean, unclean, Ray
Cassin June p20.

Spirituality: Resonant silences (St john ot
the Crossl, Ross Collings Dec p3s.

St Ignatius: Radical pilgrim, Peter
L'Estrange Auy p5.

State-commonwealth relations: Trading
away welfare, Jack Waterford Mar pl0,
Sudan: Slavery, Sudan's weapon of war,
Jonathan Smith Oct pl8.

Supermarkets: Alice’s supermarket, Ray
Cassin Aug p22.

T

Tax: Different packages, same contents,
Newton Daddow Octps. Tax talk, Deep?.
Theology, feminist: Reclaiming women's
past, Dorothy Lee-Pollard July p21.'Wom-
enwilldomuch’jinterview Lavinia Byime!
Morag Fraser, Dec p24.

Theology: Rerum Novarum, 100 vears on,
Bruce Duncan May pd. Sparks in St Peter’s
Bark, David Toolan June p28. The long
and winding road, Robert Egan Aug p32.
Getting vour bearings, Andrew Hamilton
Aug p3a. Forum  The state of theology,
Qct p27. Changing places, Mark Brolly
Oct pa2. Resonant sifenees (St John ot the
Cross!, Ross Collings Dece pds.

Travel: High socicty, Ray Cassin July p20.

V

Vietnam: Vietnam Diary, Jane Phelan May
p33. Exiles 2: Vietnam, Dec p7.

W

Women/Feminism: Reclaiming women's
past, Dorothy Lee-Pollard July p21. Mak-
ing it our house, K.E. Power Dec pl2.
‘Women will domuch’{interview/Lavinia
Byrne), Morag Fraser Dec p24.
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they are persecuted unjustly but aren’t surprised that
this happens. Such persecution is a condition of their
righteous lives. This intuition of a punishment that is
in store for those marked by virtue, and also for the
egregious, 1s at the core of Clark’s melodramatic ver-
sion of Australian life, and his own.

More generally, the melodramatic strain in the
national literature perceives and responds to a double
threat: the loss of the tenuous culture which has been
cstablished in Australia, intensified by the fear of com-
ing adrift from the parent, British culture. Melodrama
insists on the fragility of social institutions, on the im-
minence of predators. In the Australian literary context,
these are menacing, but often and strangely impalpa-
ble. Australian practitioners of the melodramatic mode,
Christina Stead and Patrick White
Kate Grenville and Thomas Kene
ally among novelists, have identi-
fied the threats to individuals here
and—at the risk of glamourising
them—tried to accustom readers to
their jeopardy.

There's been a sideshow to this
literary activity that has run with
litele fanfare for decades. It's a mel-
odrama that has drawn on a small
cast of actors and has attracted a
dependable audience, ‘fit though
few’. Hence there have been negli-
gible changes of script or of direc-
tion. The plot of the play is
melodramatic: the persecution and
dispossession of the so-called radi-
cal-nationalist literary critics—
rude, good-hearted folk—by the
oppressive tolerance, the silky ag-
gression of the Eurocentric critics.
Ward, Phillips, Palmer line up
against Wilkes, Kramer, Buckley.
Supplementary gang members are
enlisted when needed. There are
usually youngsters in sufficient
supply to carry on the old feud. This
literary historical melodrama apes
the conflicts of convicts against
their gaolers, bushrangers against squatters—the busi-
ness of colonial stage melodramas. But who among these
critics truly constitutes the establishment? Who are the
villains? The manners with which each side conducts
hostilities are cxaggerated to fit the stereotypes:

vernacular speech opposes the accents of

Oxbridge.
I HIS MELODRAMA HAS HAD a long run in Australia. But

in whose interests has it been performed? Its effects,
after all, don’t appear to have been beneficent. One
symptom and consequence of the ‘play’ has been the
stasis of Australian literary historiography. In the course
of the writing of our literary history, the melodramatic
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The dramas of
Australian political
and cultural history
have been given
distinctive expression
through the use of
dichotomy as a
technique of
argument. Unhappily,
dichotomy has
seldom been the rude
precursor of the
development of

dialectical processes.

habit of dichotomy has been tenaciously maintained.
In The Stockyard and the Croquet Lawn {1981), Wilkes
illuminated the dualistic and antagonistic perspectives
on Australian cultural development which have been
endemic. He mentioned ‘the antithesis of the genteel
and the robust, the refined and the crude, the old world
and the new, and the contest between them for mas-
tery’. With such divisions and strife, where can the
culture fecl itself securely to be lodged? The melodrama
perpetuates a sense of cultural infantility. Wilkes could
have mentioned other interpretive dichotomies that
have been offered by Australian literary historians: co-
lonial and national, national and international, utopian
and vitalist {Buckley), vulgarity and refinement {Burns),
land and language (Goodwin).

Besieged all, these dichoto-
mies reveal the melodramatic and
apprehensive character of many of
the literary histories that have been
written in Australia. So many of
them depend upon the author’s
perception that one system of val-
ue and allegiance is threatened. In
consequence, they choose to define
the adversary in as starkly opposed
and inimical terms as possible.
Such literary histories indicate
their authors’ melodramatic sense
of what a fragile, endangered prop-
erty is national sclfhood, and
within it, the literature and culture
of Australia.

The threat of dispossession
and displacement—of the loss, in
no particular order, of honour, lib-
erty, property, privilege, chastity,
selfhood, lite—is the principal ac-
tion in melodramatic art. This is a
threat that has been transposed in
Australia onto a wider cultural and
historical canvas. Thus puissant
vice preys at large on helpless vir-
tuc. As innocence is beset by evil,
*he melodramatic world resolves

tselfintodichotr 1ies. Here moral
ambiguity or complexity finds scant welcome. Alert for
the threats of invaders or predators; defensively hostile
to alien values and to people who seem to jeopardise
their material well-being or their systems of belief—this
is the psychic temper of the victims-to-be of melodrama.
To feel that one’s social and physic  lodgments are
imperilled, that assault or revelation could destroy
them—this is the typical anxiety of the hero and hero-
ine of melodrama. The source of their supposed danger
and persecution is often impersonal, invisible, perhaps
conjured by the victims out of their own obscure needs.
In these aspects the peculiar cultural and historical
conformations of Australian melodrama can be
discerned.



Here against there, them against us—thesc are the
brutal dichotomics that have been given more specific
and sophisticated terms in intellectual debate in and
about Australia. Such debate may only have disguised
profound resentments and fears that the cruder dichot-
omies expressed. Since melodrama is acutely concerned
with the fragility of one’s tenure of sclf, property, rela-
tionship, the dichotomy between home and away is near
its heart. In Australian culture this has often had genteel
and mythic representation in the conflict of allegiance
to Britain or to Australia. This focuses national anxicties
as to the value and reality of our indigenous culture. For
the people of a postcolonial society such as Australia, a
crucial question may be—as Northrop Frye argued in
his introduction to A Literary History of Canada—not
‘who am I?’ but ‘where is here?!’ Shifting ground from
individual identity to historical and social contexts for
understanding nations in becoming, this is a question
that asks whether anything of substance has been es-
tablished, any kind of secure habitation been found in
such ‘new’ countries as Australia.

The bitterness between expatriate artists and the
socicty that they left behind in Australia, particularly
in the 1940s and 1950s, is now somewhat diminished.
Ease of travel, as well as the much increased rewards for
the practice of art in Australia have quelled passionate
suspicion and dislike of those who went away and to-
wards the same people when they came home. This is

one dichotomy in the process of being crased

from the national life.
BUT MANY OTHERS PERsIST. All of them are in some

important respects variations on the dichotomy between
appearance and reality, once so beloved by scholars of
that proto-deconstructionist, Shakespeare. Yet did he
believe in a reality behind appearances? And in the
Australian context, whose experience is more authen-
tic—an Irish convict’s or a British officer’s, a farm la-
bourer’s or a clerk’s? Notions of ‘the real Australia’ can
be found in C.E.W. Bean'’s On the Wool Track {1910,
where ‘it’ is located in north-western New South Wales.
When Lawson and A.B. Paterson considered the merits
of the city versus the bush in their put-up verse debate
in The Bulletin in 1892, they were arguing about the
veritable Australia, as well as how best to portray the
rural or the urban environiments that each knew.

Behind their good-humoured and moderately prof-
itable exchanges may have lain a terror that neither the
city nor ‘up the country’ was reliable or substantial.
Rather each may have been the consoling invention of
the ‘Southern poets’ whom Lawson derided but to whose
fraternity he belonged.

The city/bush dichotomy supposes, falsely, that
those who live in either environment, in so far as they
can simply be distinguished, do so by choice. Most of
the opposed conditions of Australian life mentioned
before—convict or free, one Christian denomination or
another, city or country—have been imposed upon those
whom they purported to describe. As spatial dichoto-

mics—here versus there—shade into social and acsthetic
judgments, their folly becomes clearer. ‘Sydney” asserts
its superiority over ‘Mclbourne’, spawning a conference
and then a book. In imitation of that, on a Lilliputian
scale, the claims of Launceston are ranged against those
of Hobart.

While all dichotomies simplify intellectual issucs,
these comparisons of places—sneering but light-heart-
ed as usually they are—perniciously work against a
comprehension of national diversity. Much that might
have been rich in the story of Australian regionalism is
muffled by the dichotomising habit, as well as by skewed
demography. From dichotomies flow stereotypes. Patt-
erns of opposition are consolidated; habits of gricvance
entrenched. The dichotomising tendency in Australian
intellectual discourse may have its origins in a melo-
dramatic anxicty about what kind of reality this society
has, together with a perception of ubiquitous threat. It
is a tendency that indicates not a complacent but a
frightened society, one which seeks to assuage its anx-
ieties through ritualising and tamiliarising old and of*~~
fictitious antagonisms.

Peter Pierce lectures in Australian Studies at Monash
University.

BLACKFRIARS

PHILLIP AVENUE,
WATSON, A.C.T.

The Conference Centre is part of Blackfriars
Dominican Priory, situated in pleasant surround-
ings in North Canberra. The spacious building
includes a peaceful enclosed garden with plenty
of walking space. The Mount Ainslie-Majura
reserve is within walking distance of the Priory.
It provides single room accommodation for 60
people, with hot an cold water and central
heating in each room; a large conference room
holding up to 100 people, as well as several small
rooms. There is additional space for small group
work.
All enquiries are welcome and
should be directed to:
The Co-ordinator
P.O. Box 1, DICKSON A.C.T. 2602
Phone: (06) 248 8253
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They were not enough, for Catho-
lic scriptural scholarship was already
gathering the strengths that would
lead to Vatican II. One of the first areas
of Catholic life to benefit from ecu-
menism, it favoured a no-nonsense
learning and objective rigour. Increas-
ingly, it looked askance at the Knox
translation. Ronald Knox was a
humble, modest man who, neverthe-
less, felt very protective of his work.
Thecriticisms hurt him. He promised
to forgive his reviewers—but only on
his deathbed.

‘Of course, he shouldn’t have at-
tempted it,” his niece said. She sug-
gested that something of his own
protected life had got into his pen, and
made the text too dry to live. For he
was a man who had never had to wash
upin hislifetime, not cven a teaspoon.
Possibly, as Hilaire Belloc once sug-
gested, he was ‘insufficiently coarse’.
Knox hadset out to translate the Bible
into what he called ‘timeless’ English.
But no language is timeless—unless it
is the language of the tomb.

Knox’s friends shared his high
hopes for the translation. Evelyn
Waugh, whom he would choose to
write his posthumous biography, said
in a magazine article in 1948 that a
century hence the only Englishmen
who knew their Bible would be
Catholics. ‘And they will know it in
Mgr Knox’s version,” Indeed, said
Penclope Fitzgerald, his biography of
heruncle was similarly wrongheaded.
Waugh had masses of Knox family
papers to work on—'but I don’t think
he looked at many of them.” The
Waugh biography is not a success be-
cause he detached Ronald too far from
his family. Her own book, The Knox
Brothers, is a corrective to Waugh.

He was, she said, a much-loved
youngest brother of a strongly-bonded
family of wits—her own father, for
instance, had been editor of Punch.
Like every one of the brothers, Uncle
Ronnie’s wit was always in play, as
when, ina serious work of apologetics,
he observed that ‘a sloppy Christian-
ity will lead to a sloppy atheism.’ Yet,
in the end, his wit was not sufficient
to save the child of his latter years, the
Knox Bible.

Edmund Campion is a Sydney priest
and a contributing editor of Eurcka
Street.
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ANDREW I'TAMIL1ON

Jesus, a marginal Jew

A Marginal Jew. Rethinking the Historical Jesus, Volume 1: The Roots
of the Problem and the Person, John I. Mcicr, Anchor Bible Reference

Library, Doubleday, New York.

HE REGULATION BIENNIAL PUBLIC
controversy about who Jesus really
was is usually a grotty affair. It is born
at Christmas or Easter—slack times
for news—involves a showy theory
with vast consequences for Christian
origins, a proponent whose agenda
goes beyond the scholarly, a media
interested in stirring the pot, a few
Christian protagonists whose defence
of orthodoxy is based more strongly
on passion than on knowledge, and
the rare scholar whose voice can bare-
ly be heard for the noise.

Soanew discussion of what can be
said historically about Jesus Christ
inevitably arouses mixed feelings. |
warmed immediately to John Meier’s
splendid new book when heshared his
ownhesitationsaboutthe project. Why
join the legion of scholars who have
peered narcissistically into the pool of
the historical Jesus only to see them-
selves? Nootherline of research seems
so geared to making sceptics out of
scholars.

From Jesus the violent revolution-
ary to Jesus the gay magician, from
Jesus the apocalyptic fanatic to Jesus
the wisdom teacher or Cynic philos-
opher unconcerned about eschatolo-
gy, every conceivable scenario, every
extreme theory imaginable, has long
since been proposed, with opposite
positions cancelling cach other out
and cager new writers repeating the
mistakes of the past. In one sense,
there are enough ‘Jesus books’ to last
three lifetimes, and a sinful Buddhist
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might well be condemned to spend his
next three incarnations wading
through them. {p.3)
Meier has weighed the risks. What
he brings to his own work is an im-
pressive concern for truth and for ev-
idence in a field where these qualitics
are not always cffectively shown. It
was Pilate who asked, ‘What is truth?’
Meier defines the truth which he secks
in a very limited way. He wishes only
to establish what can be said with
some likelihood about the life of Jesus
by using the methods and criteria of
historical scholarship. This is a mod-
est truth, which neither amounts to
nor subverts the understanding of Je-
sus Christ given in faith in his Resur-
rection. Nor does it recapture the face
of the ‘real Jesus’, any more than
historical documents necessarily
recapture the ‘real person’ in the
case of other historical fig-

ures.

IT OES, HOWEVER, establish a control
over lazy orspeculative thinking about
Jesus, whether such thought is pious
or dismissive. It keeps us honest and
returns us to what the Gospels actu-
ally say, sometimes to make surprising,
discoveries. When speaking of the
sinful woman in Luke 7:36-50, for
example, Meier comments on the lack
of evidence for identifying her, as the
Woestern church has tended todo, with
Mary of Bethany and Mary Magdalenc.
He continues, ‘Need it be pointed out
that male exegetes are all too ready to
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| with no basis in the
watthesinof the sinful
stitution or adultery?’

confess that I had
~vhy shouldnot hersin
ling taxes due to the
cthing cqually offen-

imited task also makes

s aware v J1e limitations of his
own enterprise. As he remarks when
discussingJesus’ childhood, ’One does
not have to be a Freudian of the Strict
Observance to realize that, without
any data about Jesus' childhood rela-
tionships, hisadolescent strugglesand
coming to adulthood and his activi-
ties during his twenties—to say noth-
ing of his specifically intellectual and
religious development—nothing cer-
tain can be said about the influences
that moulded the Jesus known
to us through the public

ministry.’ (p.253)

Im\ BOOK, 111t frst of two vol-
umes, establishes the framework of
discussion. Meier discusses the value
of the Gospels as historical evidence,
the independent historical value of
the references to Jesus in Josephus
(important], Tacitus, Pliny and later
Jewish sources (less so), the apocry-
phal Gospels (of little valuel, and the
criteria by which we should distin-
guish between the material in the
Gospels that reflects Jesus” own life,
and the material that reflects the life
of the communitics out of which the
Gospels came.

He then goes to discuss Jesus’ fam-
ily and social background, touching
questions that are usually left un-
asked. Did Jesus exist? (Yes). Was he
legitimate? (Only laterpolemic seems
to have claimed otherwise). Did Jesus
have brothers? (The historical evidence
suggests that he did). Was Jesus mar-
ried? (The evidence suggests not). What
language did he speak? [Probably Ara-
maic, but it is difficult to know what
people generally spoke at the time).

Meier works through these and
other questions in an orderly way,
outlining the steps of the argument,
and marshalling both the evidence
and the range of opinions on each
topic. Throughout, he is careful to
indicate the degree of probability that
his conclusions have. He displays the
best qualities of North Amer
scholarship: a comprehensive grasp of

the relevant literature, and a clarity of
presentation and of argument. In addi-
tion, his grace of style and wry hu-
mour make the work a joy to read.
He presents other scholars in an
dttractive way, summarising their
positions clearly and fairly, and mak-
ing it clear when they fall short of the
standards that he belicves should be
adopted. Of a speculative hypothesis
adopted by a fellow Roman Catholic
scholar to avoid attributing brothers
to Jesus, he says: ‘One cannot avoid
the impression that everyescape hatch

‘Need it be pointed
out that male
exegetes are all too
ready to take for
granted with no
basis in the text of
Luke 7, that the sin
of the sinful woman
was prostitution or
adultery! '|Mcier)

I must confess that I
had thought so, but
why should not her
sin have been
evading taxes due to

the temp]e? {Hamilton)

imaginableisbeing pried open because
a highly unlikely position has been
adopted a priori on other grounds.’
{p-361)

In the same vein he concludes his
treatment of the Qumran documents
with this judgment: ‘He (Jesus) is nev-
crmentioned in the documents found
at or near Qumran, and his frec-
wheeli t POV 1 ric
interpretation of the Mosaic Law is

EUREKA STREET e January-Fesruary 1992

the very antithesis of the superobserv-
ant Qumranites, whoconsideredeven
the Pharisces too lax. All this has not
kept some imaginative scholars from
sceing Jesus and John the Baptist in
certain Qumran texts. This simply
proves that learned fantasy knows no
limits.’ {p.94) The concludingsentence
of this quotation has a footnote refer-
ring to Barbara Thicring’s hypothesis.
We shall have to await the second
volume for Meier’s treatment of Jesus’
life to emerge fully. But the key to
Meier’s careful scholarship, as well as
tohisfindings, isfoundin the title The
MuarginalJew, by which he insists that
Jesus escapes any atteinpt at categon-
sation. He does not quite fit into what
we know of any of the social orreligious
groups of his time. And this ensures
that he is made more marginal
during his life, and diesas a

M non-person.
Y ONLY COMPLAINTS about this

admirable book arisc from its restrict-
edscope. Meier confines his attention
to areas directly concerned with his
theme, disclaiming any intention of
writing an introduction to the New
Testament. But given his mastery of
the material, and his clarity and judic-
iousness, I wished at several points
that he had expanded his scope.

And finally, Mcier doesleave tobe
answered the critical questions about
the relationship between the different
truths about Jesus. In restricting his
attention to the historian’s perspece-
tive, and by making it clear that the
product of his inquiry is neither the
real Jesus nor the believer's Christ,
Meier has claimed space for his
enterprise. He ¢x  its the relative
autonomy of reason in its dialoguc
with faith, and insists that his enter-
prise is part of theology, the articula-
tion of faith.

The consequence is that he gives a
relatively minor significance to the
results of his inquiry. His portrait of
Jesus is not to replace the risen Christ
who is confessed in faith. But how the
results of this enquiry are to influence
the way in which we speal about
Christ, and integrate it with the other
sources of theology, begs to be spelled
out further.

Andrew Hamilton SJ teaches at the
Uni  Facultyof | ille,
Victoria.









Wacholder's use of the concordance.
Likewise, Frank Cross of Harvard
University, one of the team members,
is quoted in The New York Times as
referring to these reconstructed texts
as ‘pirated.” Aside from the fact that
the cards for this concordance were
made from preliminary, not definitive,
transcriptions of the fragmentary texts,
there 1s the ethical question of such
use of the result of somconce else’s
work. Yet this does not concern Pro-
fessor Wacholder.

That the reconstruction of Qum-
ran texts from the concordance has
been done withacomputerisinterest-
ing. But one really did not need a
computer to do it, because the cards
were all numbered and could easily be
reconstituted in their proper order.
Now we learn that texts so recon-
structed from this working concord-
ance, based only on preliminary tran-
scriptions, are going to be published
shortly for the public at large. So we
shall have a bootlegged version of the
Qumran Cave 4 texts, but one

of which the public should

be wary.

IN ALL OF THIs, the public at large has
to realise the problems that surround
the publication of these Cave 4 texts.
First, there is the jigsaw-puzzle as-
pect. From 1952 to 1960 there was no
way that the texts could have been
published; too many fragments were
still unidentified. Some partial texts
were published by team members
when they realised their importance,
yet partial publication was restricted
because of the contract made with
Clarendon Press for publication in its
series. By 1960 there was little likeli-
hood that many further ‘joins’ in the
puzzle were going to be made. From
that time on, the texts should have
been gradually published.

Second, publication of the Cave 4
biblical texts should have been rela-
tively easy; they were easily read and
identified, and thereislittle excuse for
the delay of those. But the Cave 4
nonbiblical texts were another matter.
Afew of them were known from other
caves (e.g. the sectarian Manual of
Discipline of Cave 1} or from ancient
translations in other languages (e.g.
Ethiopic Enoch or Jubilees).Most of
them, however, were previously un-
known and created many problems of
identification and reading.

Third, sickness and death have
affected the team. Allegro, who pub-
lished definitively allexcept one of his
textsin the Clarendon series—though
in a miscrable and shoddy fashion—
eventually died. Skehan and Starcky
have also died without having pub-
lished definitively texts allotted to
them. Skehan's texts were passed on
to Professor Ulrich, whose volume is
now in press. Other team-members

have had health problems

that delayed their work.

-» ~ HEN THE TEAM was assembled
in 1952, the directors who gathered it
were the heads of archacological insti-
tutions in Jerusalem, working with
the Jordanian Department of Antiqui-
ties. With their authority, the team
divided up the material that they were
to study and publish. Their ‘rights’ to
publish such material were basedona
gentlemen'’s agreement. In the schol-
arly world, that is normally respected.
The scholar who first discovers a text
usually has the ‘right’ to publish it.

When the Six-Day War took place
(1967), Israeli authorities were appar-
ently inclined to take some of the
Cave 4 material away from the delin-
quent editors, but Pere de Vaux, still
the director of the team, succeeded in
getting the authorities to respect the
gentlemen’sagreement. After de Vaux
died (September 1971}, Pierre Benoit
OPbecamethedirector. Afterhisdeath
({April 1987, John Strugnell became
the director responsible to Clarendon
Press for the official publication of the
texts. He was removed from that post
last year, and a troika has been set up:
the American Eugene Ulrich, the Is-
raeli Emmanuel Tov and the French-
man Emile Puech.

About a year and a half ago the
Antiquities Authority in Israel set up
aScrolls Oversight Committee, which
has some dubious authority over the
Cave 4 texts since they are still in the
Rockefeller Museum. I say ‘dubious’
because of the political situation in
the Middle East. When Cave 4 was
discovered (1952}, it was in the West
Bank area controlled by the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan. Though the Jor-
danian Department of Antiquities had
arranged with foreign institutions
{such as McGill University in Mon-
treal, Heidelberg University in Ger-
many, Manchester University in Eng-
land, and the Vatican Library) to help
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to buy from the Bedouin fragments
recovered from Cave 4, with the un-
derstanding that the fragments once
published would become the property
of such institutions, the Jordanian
Government nationalised the scrolls
and fragments in its territory. When
Israel occupied the West Bank (1967),
the Jordanian nationalisedscrolls came
under Israel’s control.

Given such a history, one sces
why it is difficult to answer the
question often posed: Who has the
authority over the Dead Sea scrolls?
Why cannot somecone move
in and insist on the immedi-
ate publication of the out-
standing texts! Milik has
given Joscph Baumgarten, of
Baltimore Hebrew Universi-
ty, the right to publish the
Cave 4 fragments of the
Damascus Document, and
James VanderKam, now of
the University of Notre
Dame, the right to publish
Cave 4 texts of Jubilees. But
the Israeli Oversight Com-
mittee has since moved in
and forbidden Milik to pass
on other texts. (Iasked Milik
fortheright to publish the 10
Cave 4 copies of the Manual
of Discipline, on which 1 had
worked for the concordance.
He had to refuse.)

The main reason for the
delay in publication is not
the desire of the team mem-
bers to suppress the texts, as
The Washington Post alleg-
es or as some irresponsible
persons have maintained,
claiming that the as yet un-
published fragments contain
something detrimental to
either Jewish or Christian
faith. It is rather the desire of
team-members to say the last
word on the texts with which they
have been entrusted. Instead of pub-
lishing the photographs, a transcrip-
tion of the texts in modern Hebrew
characters, a translation in a modern
language and a few notes to explain
the readings used in the transcrip-
tions, they want to write lengthy
commentaries on cach text.

To do this takes time, often years
of work. Yet we all know that no
pioncer editor ever says the last word
on a new text. This, however, is the
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at is holding up pub-
itance, in 1976 Milik
1t volume, The Books
maic Fragments of
1{Oxford: Clarendon),
cholarly and erudite
1 seven texts of Enoch
fragments. In it he put
ibout the growth and
UCVEIUPLLIETIL uf Enochic hterature,
with which no reviewer to date has
agrecd. Now he is at work on a similar
commentary on the Testaments of
the Twelve Patriarchs.

Again, professors have been doling
out their texts to graduate students for
dissertations. Instead of publishing the
texts themselves, they are consuming
their time in the direction of such
dissertations. This sort of problem is
at the root of the delay in publication.
Who can remedy it? Who can move in
and sec that the texts are published
shortly? After all, almost 40 years
have passed since Cave 4 was first
discovered, and 30 years since the
jigsaw puzzle was in great part fin-
ished. In that time the Cave 4 frag-
mentsshouldall have been published.
Instead, we still await the definitive
publication of almost 75 per cent of
them.

So goes the battle for the Dead Sea
scrolls. It is not over yet, but the latest
phase is one that the public at large
will have to recognise for what it is
worth, arenegade and bootlegged pub-
lication of reconstructed texts.
—America magazine

Joseph A. Fitzmyer SJ is professor
emeritus of biblical studies at the
Catholic University of America, and
co-editor of the New Jerome Biblical
Commentary.
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VAL NOONE

Looking for the light

The Light on the Hill: the Australian Labor Party 1891-1991,
Ross McMullin, OUP, Melbourne, 1991, 1ss8 0 19 554966 X rrp
$39.95. Lynched: the Life of Sir Phillip Lynch, Mastermind of
the Ambush that Ended Gough’s Run, Brian Buckley, Salzburg

/ S Publishing, Melbourne, 1991. 1ssn 0 646 04564 4 rrr §14.95

ETTING A LIGHT ON A HILL’ was
a professed goal of the American
founding fathers, though their black
slaves who sang 'This little light of
ming, ['m gonnalet it shine’ may have
understood the image differently. Je-
sus’ command to his followers to be
the light to the world has been inter-
preted in many ways, and Ross Mc-
Mullin explores one of them in his
centenary history of the Australian
Labor Party, The Light on the Hill.
McMullin’s title, of course, refers to
the use of the phrase by Ben Chifley,
a man he judges to have ‘symbolised
the ideals of the labour movement
more than any other Labor leader’.

In his most famous speech, Chif-
ley said: ‘1 try to think of the labour
movement, Not as putting an extra
sixpence into somebody’s pocket, or
making somebody prime minister or
premier, but as a movement bringing
something better to the people, better
standards of living, greater happiness
to the mass of the people. We have a
great objective—the light on the hill—
which we aim to reach by working for
the betterment of mankind not only
here but anywhere we may give a
helpinghand.” McMullin tells the story
of how this ideal has fared in 100 years
of Labor practice—including the coal
miners’ strike that Chifley broke by
using troops.

The choice of 1891 as the starting
point of thestory isalittle arbitrary, as
McMullin concedes, since there were
labour parties before that in some of
the Australian colonies and there could
be nofederal parliamentary party until
1901. But he traces the effects of the
Queensland shearers’ strike of 1891,
which included a switch in emphasis
from industrial to parliamentary tac-
tics, down to the election of a former
compositor, J.C. Watson, as the first
Labor prime minister in 1904. The
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ALP’s moderation is made clear: its
founders were influenced more by
Edward Bellamy, Henry George and
nonconformist Christianity than by
Karl Marx. Irish Catholics were not
prominent in the formation of the
party, but by 1905, when Cardinal
Moran defended the party’s under-
standing of socialism as compatible
with Catholic teachings, many of them
had rallied to its flag.

Next, McMullin tells of the con-
flicting attitudes to forming national
and state alliances that preceded the
reformlegislation of 1910-1914, which
made Australia a world leader in the
eyes of working people. He describes
the upheaval in the party during World
War I, when pro-conscriptionists
crossed the floor with that renegade
wharfie, Billy Hughes, as the great
split; rating it as worse than the divi-
sions of the 1930s and 1950s.

In McMullin’s view, the ALP’s
failure to confront the depression of
the 1930sled toincreased membership
of the Communist Party in working-
classareassuch as the NSW coalfields,
where resentment of Scullin’s policies
ran deep. During Australia’s slow re-
coveryupto 1941 the ALP fared badly,
but in World War 11, under Curtin, it
gained unprecedented support that
carried through to 1949.

In his account of the 1954-55 split,
McMullin regards the Industrial
Groups’ as having made a strategic
error in attacking Pat Kennelly. He
accepts B.A. Santamaria’s judgment
that the Liberals’ need to keep DLP
preferences was decisive in winning
state aid forindependent schools from
1963, rather than Michael Hogan'’s
view that other groups, notably from
NSW, played the key role.

Although he focuses on Victoria

the DLP y, McMullin
that Labor’s greatest strength has been









uedacertain personal association. The
artists wereall male—Rebay liked art-
ists who were attractive men—so
many women were written out of this
major collection of European avant
garde art. The most glaring omissions
were Sonia Delaunay, whose husband
Robert was widely collected, and
Gabriel Minter, the long-time lover
of Kandinsky. And there were other
biases.

The first of these was towards ab-
stract, or non-objective art. For Hilla
Rebay art that was not consciously
based on any figurative forms was
almost of necessity superior to art
based on an identifiable object. This
had for her a mystical association:
many of the artists Rebay purchased
were Theosophists, and she had a
lifelong passion for art that sought
spiritual values.

Patronage by Rebay, via Guggen-
heim’s cheque book, did not only
support the future heroes of western
art. She may have been a passionate
supporter of Kandinsky, who is one of
the stars of the current exhibition, but
she gave at least equal treatment to
the academic cubist Albert Gleizes.
Rudolf Bauer, her confidant and lover,
was given a monthly income by
Guggenheim to enable him to paint,
but he is hardly a household name
today. Theirs is all very dry art. The
very lush nude by Modigliani—one of
the centrepieces of the exhibition—is
unusual in that it was one of the few
works in the Guggenheim exhibition
actually purchased by Solomon him-
self.

The importance of the Guggen-
heim patronage was that Rebay and
the Guggenheim’s believed in this art.
They gave support to the artists on
trust, and did not demand an imme-
diate cash return. As the collection
grew to cover the walls of the Gug-
genheim suite at the Plaza Hotel, they
thought of the next step: a foundation
and a museum. The first institution,
opened in 1939, was called the
‘Museum of Non-Objective Painting’.
Thenamesaysitall: theoretical rigour,
purity of stern purpose in honour of
one particular dogma of art. Its aim
was to convert the visitors to the im-
portance of the seemingly incompre-
hensible, to persuade them with
background music of Chopinand Bach,
and the sweet smell of incense, that
thisartwasatruly sublime experience.

The permanent and famous Fifth
Avenuehomefollowed years later after
protracted dealings with architect
Frank Lloyd Wright, and the name—
The Guggenheim Museum—was fixed
on only after the founding benefac-
tor’s death.

The other Guggenheim, Peggy, was
also passionately involved in the art
she collected. The niece of Solomon,
she had also inherited wealth beyond
the dreams of most people. Like Hilla
Rebay she was a friend and lover of
artists, but was disciplined about the
artists she collected for the public
good. She knew and admired Matisse,
but did not collect him because she
saw him as working in an older tradi-
tion. Her advisers included Marcel
Duchamp and Herbert Read. It was
not enough for her to support modern
art by simply buying it; she also be-
came the most passionate advocate
for recent art. Her first museum, the
Artof This Century, waslaterrelocated

to her house in Venice and
- then opened to the public.
\JNL[KE THE NEw York Guggen-
heim museum, with its shrine-like
atmosphere, the Venice collection was
always intimate and accessible. The
latest in art was made personal, and
was eventually given over to the pub-
lic as one of the great small-scale
museums. This then is patronage: the
act of supporting a cause for the com-
mon good. The great contradiction of
the current exhibition is that it is
brought to us by sponsorship.

Sponsorship is another name for
advertising, but as the name sounds
softer the commercial ramifications
are sometimes overlooked. The cen-
tral question in any kind of sponsor-
shipisthataskedin Andrew Denton’s
tastelessjoke about David Hill: ‘What's
in it for me?’ Unless the answer is ‘a
lot’, the sponsor does not deliver, and
unless the answer is equally favour-
able to the organisation being spon-
sored, then it is an unequal bargain.

In the case of the Guggenheim
exhibition the main sponsor is the
State Government of NSW. In its case
the ‘What's in it for me’ was answered
by a claim that it would bring tourism
in time of a recession and impress the
International Olympic Committee
when Sydney places itsbid. There was
an additonal benefit. All governments
like cheap bread and circuses, but at
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the time the beleaguered Greiner gov-
erniment was acutely embarrassed by
losing tens of millions on a motorbike
circuit. Losing $2 million on the arts
would make it look more cultured.

For Caltex the question is a trifle
more complex. Supporting a major
travelling show is image advertising
rather than a direct commercial. It
makes them look good with govern-
ment. As the Premier spoke directly
to the managing director on this par-
ticular sponsorship deal, the public
can be assured that Caltex now looks
very good to the NSW government.

The other advertisers have a more
direct interest. Australian Airlines is
benefiting from those visitors who
choose to travel interstate to sec an
exhibition of European and some
Americanart, and the Intercontinental
Hotel has a similar interest in filling
tourist beds. In addition, supporting
the exhibition enhances their image
and that of Qantas, the international
carrier. But enlightened self-interest
is not patronage; it is simply a prudent
contra-deal and this sound business
practice should never be confused with
passionate philanthropy.

Walking through the exhibition,
seeing what benefits America has
reaped from its firmly entrenched
tradition of private patronage, is both
inspiring and depressing. Inspiring
because so much of the art is good—
and there are other similarly endowed
museums in America with even bet-
ter—and depressing because the art of
patronage is so misunderstood here.
Patronage can afford to take risks be-
cause the patron actually cares about
the art form; sponsorship demands a
guaranteed dollar return, because it is
part of the advertising budget. So
sponsorship is attached to programs
already supported by governments like
blockbuster exhibitions and opera,
while the arts on the cutting edge,
where there is both danger of obliter-
ation and glory, struggle on in a hand
to mouth existence.

e Masterpieces from the Guggenheim
will remain on view at the Art Gallerv
of NSW until 12 January.

Joanna Mendelssohn is art critic for
The Bulletin. In November 1991 she
won the Pascall Prize, Australia’s
major award for critical writing.
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haps, but it is not so very far from the
mix that Dante concocted for his
Inferno.

And I'll bet Beatrice would have
preferredit to the Infernowhenshewas
a teenage babysitter.

—Ray Cas
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California, not just
a state of mind

Did someone say we're all Califor-
nians now? Perhaps the movies and
MTV have made American popular
culture universal, but a glance at the
advertisementsin LA Weekly suggests
that Tinsel Town is still in a class of
its own when it comes to narcissism
and New Age daffiness.

Dr Brian Novack, of the Beverly
Hills Institute, is a plastic surgeon
who caters for the I-want-to-look-like-
Armold-Schwarzenegger brigade. His
advertisement—complete with
‘before’ and ‘after’ photos—announc-
es that he specialises in male pectoral
implants, and asks: ‘Why spend all
your money on your car or clothes
when it is you they really notice? To
get the attention you deserve, the very
best investment is in your appear-
ance.’” Dr Novack does not say how
much money he requires patients to
outlay on their very best investment.
He is also the subject of a sneering
featureinthe New York Timesscience
supplement. New Yorkers seem to
nurse a grudge against Hollywood for
inflicting King Kong on them.

The lawyers of Los Angeles can
tout for business as well as any doctor.
Ronald H. Hoffman, who ‘specialises
inthedefence of drunk driving’, assures
his bibulous clients not only reason-
able rates but a time-payment plan,
too. And of course, ‘no court appear-
ance is necessary.’

When was the last time you had
somethingvital, gentle and free?’ asks
the Brentwood Dental Practice. New
patients get an examination and four
X-rays without charge, and hey, they
won't hurt a bit.

Most things may be bigger in Tex-
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as, but one LA Weekly ad tells us that
California hosts The Whole Life Expo,
‘the largest wholistic [sic|, self im-
provement, New Age exposition in
the world.” Among the 200 luminaries
booked to speak at this navel-gazing
extravaganza were presidential hope-
ful Jerry Brown, and the bionic wom-
an herself, Lindsay Wagner.

Californians in need of abreak can
take ‘a 60-minute vacation’ in a flota-
tion tank. And where is this aqueous
marvel? At Club Altered States, which
also boasts something called a mind
gym. One might have thought that
mental gymnastics increased stress,
but perhaps after an hour floating in a
pseudo-womb you can’t feel anything
at all.

Among the many eateries adver-
tising in LA Weekly is the Jamaican
Café, which serves ‘earthy, tasty,
plentiful food, with assertive spices.’
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Not hot or mild spices, mind, but
assertive ones. Presumably they are
just the thing for people worried about
intrusions on their personal space.

Finally, the Scissor Wizards are
‘artists in hair replacement for balding
ladies and gentlemen’. Balding ladies?
Maybe they put too many assertive
spices on their food.
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F)R ALL THOSL WiO CAN REMIEMEER .. If you are Catholic
and old cnough to know the difference between a scapular
and a Miraculous Medal, have we got a quiz for you. If you
aren’t that old, have a go anyway. If you aren’t Catholic,
you're allowed to look at the answers first.

How your score rates

40 or more: You're probably the scriptwriter for
Brides of Christ.
30-40: Not bad, but you must be pre-Vatican II.
20-30: You probably think the Beatles are part of
ancient history, too.
Less than 20: You're a New Agc hippy.

The answers are on p.d45 (and inverted!)

1 What, according to the old catechism, are the four sins
crying to heaven for vengeance?

2 And what are the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit?

3 Cain and Abel had a brother. Who was he?

4 How many cubits in a 12-metre yacht?

5 When was the last time a pope spoke ex cathedra?

6 How many devotional scapulars were there?

7 In what century did the last castrato die?

8 Which composer was known as ‘the red priest’?

9 What was the deacon singing when the Hun archer shot
him through the throat?

10 Why is the gradual psalm so named?

11 What is the shortest verse in the Bible?

12 Which Australian bishop was nicknamed ‘the lady in
waiting’.

13 Whom did Mannix congratulate by sending a telegram
addressed to ‘Sir James and Lady Mary’?

14 Which priest wrote the official history of the North
Melbourne Football Club?

15 Which priest was warned off all Australian racecourses
because of his involvement in the Fine Cotton ring-in?
16 Which priest played Rugby League for Australia in the
late 1960s?

17 Which owner of a Mclbourne Cup winner “in the first
instance, thanked God’ in his acceptance speech?

18 What Australian radio personality, now working in
Britain, is the son of a former priest?

19 Who was the youngest pope ever clected?

20 Who were the Catholics in Robert Menzies’ first cabi-
net?

21 How did Rosendo Salvado raisc money for his monas-
tery at New Norcia?

22 What was the real name of ‘John O’Brien’, author of
Around the Boree Log?

23 In what town was he parish priest?

24 Who celebrated the first Mass in Australia?

25 Who is the only Catholic depicted on an Australian bank
note?

26 Which 16th century missionary refused to preach in
Timor, saying it would be fruitless because the island’s
colonial rulers were so corrupt?

27 What do the letters ‘AMDG’ stand for?

28 Who introduced ballet to France?

29 What do John Wayne, Oscar Wilde and Aubrey Beards-
ley have in common?

30 Laszlo Toth is an Australian famous for what deed?

31 Who killed Maria Goretti?

32 When did Pope Peter 11 reign?

TANUARY-FEBRUARY 1992

trivia quiz

33 Cardinal Moran and Archbishop Mannix had the same
motto. What was it?

34 For more than 60 years Agatha le Breton wrote stories
and columns for The Messenger and the Annals. What was
her nom de plume?

35 In 1931 two boys shared a desk in their final year at St
Kevin’s College, Melbourne. Later they became well-
known for, among other things, their newspaper columns.
Who were they?

36 Morris West’s first novel, Moon in My Pocket, is about
a religious congregation in Australia. Which one?

37 The first religious sisters arrived in Australia in 1838.
To which congregation did they belong?

38 Thomas Keneally’s early novels The Place at Whitton
and Three Cheers for the Paraclete are set in an Australian
seminary. What was the model for it?

39 Two Australian law graduates have founded successful
publishing companies in London in this century. Who were
they?

40 What famous 19th century English Catholic was known
to boys in his school as ‘Jack’?

41 What is the Jesuit winery in South Australia called?
42 Which Australian governor became the model for Lord
Marchmain in Evelyn Waugh'’s Brideshead Revisited?

43 Who was the architect of St Mary’s Cathedral in Syd-
ney and St Patrick’s Cathedral in Melbourne?

44 When was high jumping first mentioned in the Bible?

April 16-20  Easter Liturgical Retreat (4 days)
July 5-12 Directed, Journal,

or Woman'’s Tale Retreat
Sept 20-27 Directed Retreat

Sept 27-Oct 4 Springs of Carmel Retreat,

led by Peter Slattery O.Carm

Dec 13-20 Directed, or Reflecting On
Our Life Experience Retreat,

led by Tim Lockwood CFC

Private retreats available throughout the year.
For details of retreats

and other programs at Whitefriars, contact:
Br Daryl Moresco O.Carm, tel (03) 874 4877.
Our 1992 brochure is now available.
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