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Search for the meaning of afterlife

REVIEWS

Tim Kroenert

A Ghost Story (M). Director: David Lowery. Starring: Rooney Mara, Casey
Affleck, Will Oldham. 90 minutes

'Haunting' is an unfortunate cliche to use to describe a film titled A Ghost Story, but it is
also apt. American filmmaker Lowery's spooky and emotionally pungent tale doubles as a
meditation on human connection - to place, and in relationship to other humans - and on
the purported existential limits of human endeavor, that remains vividly with the viewer
long after the closing credits roll.

A struggling musician named only as C (Affleck) shares a small suburban home with his
wife, M (Mara). From the scant, gentle portrayals of their life together early in the film,
we can sense an abiding love, albeit with a skein of disconnection, even discontent. Their
shared life is cut short when C is killed in a car accident outside their home; soon after
however he returns there in ghostly form.

Silent and invisible to M, the ghost of C (appearing to the viewer as a Halloween-style,
white sheet-clad specter) observes his wife in her grief. Time grows elastic; C watches
for long minutes as, in mourning, M rapidly devours a pie straight from the pan, until she
vomits. Later, weeks and months pass in seconds, as C watches M come and go from the
house in the course of daily routine.

Eventually M moves on and moves out, and for a time C, out of angst or boredom,
terrorises the young children of a family who moves in after her. Their residency too is
transient, and C finds himself listening to a guest at a party (Oldham, named in the
credits as 'Prognosticator’) thrown by the next inhabitants, as he opines at length upon
the futility of human legacy-building in a finite universe.
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« C is waliting for
something; for the meaning of his truncated life, perhaps, and of his marriage to M, to
become clear. Divorced from linear perceptions of time, he rushes into the future, to
witness the cityscape that eventually replaces the suburban neighbourhood; and then
into the past, where he views the aftermath of the massacre of a colonial family by
Native Americans on the same site.

"A Ghost Story demands reflection more than explanation."

Amid this in-folding of past, present and future, and the concrete evidence of death and
transience located at all points, that talkative partygoer’s nihilistic prognostications echo
fiercely. But they do not entirely satisfy the truth-seeking C (or the truth-seeker inside
each of the film's viewers, for that matter). The power of C's connection to that place
refutes meaninglessness unequivocally.

Eventually C returns to the time he and M first arrived at the house. As C ruminates in
greater detail on the time they spent together there, the film comes closest to offering
answers. They remain, however, suitably opaque. Elegiac, ambiguous and with extended
periods of near silence and stillness, A Ghost Story demands reflection more than
explanation.

[ > =
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"w  &*Tim Kroenert is editor of Eureka Street.
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Why ‘white’ isn't a racist slur

AUSTRALIA
Sonia Nair
Language operates and affects people in profoundly different ways, bestowing

power upon minorities through their reclamation of words that were otherwise
used to demean them, or deployed effectively to typecast and dehumanise.
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I hung out with a group of Indian-Australians while | was a first-year university student
who called themselves 'curries’, but the unspoken camaraderie and deep sense of pride
that ensued from this self-identification stood in stark contrast to that time | was called a
'fucking curry' by a passing car full of white people.

It is commonly understood why Indian-Australians are able to call themselves 'curries’,
while white people and, to a certain extent, other minorities are not - the desire to
subvert the narrative and a shared understanding of the nuanced ways in which one can
be an Indian-Australian allows this cultural group to reclaim the word without further
entrenching negative stereotypes.

Yet you often hear from white people, even the seemingly progressive ones, that they
can't be called 'white' because that too is racist language. This reflects a flawed
assumption that societal structures advantage and disadvantage people in the exact
same way, and that we operate on a level playing field.

To be white is to not face the same tangible repercussions that come with being a person
of colour in Australia. White people aren't asked 'what's the deal with white people?' and
‘are they all the same?' by one of Australia’s most renowned breakfast radio hosts. White
celebrities aren't told to 'leave the country' or called 'un-Australian' when they dare
question the hypocrisy of certain national celebrations.

White people have never had their skin colour co-opted in the spirit of a Halloween
costume, harking back to a deeply corrosive history of whiteface minstrelsy, and had
their ensuing outrage demonised as 'batshit crazy' by a multimillion dollar media mogul.

White people don't suffer material disadvantages by virtue of being white, which extend
to resume-based discrimination in the labour market, prejudice in the criminal justice
system, education apartheid, disproportionately high incarceration rates and lower life
expectancies.

Of course, whiteness often intersects with womanhood, lower socioeconomic status,
queerness and disability, so it would be a misnomer to paint the realities of all white
people with a broad brushstroke. But the identifier 'white’, in and of itself, can't be
considered derogatory within a framework that serves to protect and further the interests
of white people at its every juncture.

"Racism doesn't occur when one person says something offensive or mean to another
person. Racism occurs when there is privilege and power."

As American feminist Peggy Mclntosh adroitly summarises in her 1989 piece 'White
Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack', being white means many things, but none
of them are bad. It means seemingly inconsequential things like being able to find a
'skin-colour' band-aid in a way that legitimises your primacy in the world, to more
fundamental privileges like being able to turn on your TV or open to the front page of the
paper and see your race widely represented and never being asked to speak for all the
people of your racial group. It means remaining oblivious to the language and customs of
people of colour, who constitute the world’'s majority, without feeling any penalty for
such oblivion because the irreversible effects of colonialism continue to play out through
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structures that actively exclude minorities. Historical context matters.

Moreover, racism doesn't occur when one person says something offensive or mean to
another person. Racism occurs when there is privilege and power. Mclntosh writes about
how she'd been taught to decode racism in the context of the individual, instead of the
societal structures that are reinforced and consolidated by virtue of its transgression. 'l
did not see myself as a racist because | was taught to recognise racism only in individual
acts of meanness by members of my group, never in invisible systems conferring
unsought racial dominance on my group from birth.'

In episode five of Netflix original comedy-drama series Dear White People (see main
image), a fight breaks out between African American character Reggie and a white
student after the latter sings along to every word in Future's Trap Niggas, including the
n-word.

Reggie: It felt kind of weird to hear you say it. | mean, how would you feel if | started
rapping to songs, you know, that say 'honky' and ‘cracker'?

White student: | wouldn't care at all.

Reggie: Exactly, that's the difference. The fact that you don't care and that | do.

The words 'honky' and 'cracker' and to a lesser extent 'white' will only become racist
words when they sit within a system that disadvantages white people based on their
race. And when has that ever happened?

Sonia Nair is a freelance writer and critic who has been published in The Big Issue, the
Australian Book Review and Books&Publishing. She tweets @son_nair and blogs about
how she never follows her food intolerances at www.whateverfloatsyourbloat.com.
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Bookending Australia's history

AUSTRALIA

Andrew Hamilton

(o) 1C

5
.
of
i
4

[=

B

!
|
r

8 WK
[0 (411

.

In manorial houses bookends were impressive in their own right, ready to bear
the weight of expectation that was placed on their lords. The carvings, the
shields and the embossing matched the conviction, embodied in the texts and
documents housed between them, that this was no ordinary house, the history
held between the bookends no ordinary history.

Modern Australian history is bookended by the arrival of white settlers in which
Indigenous Australians were expelled to the margins, and by the arrival of people seeking
protection who were themselves expelled to the margins on Manus Island and Nauru.

Between these bookends lie the events, the people, the relationships, the enterprises and
the experiences that compose the story of Australia. They include acts of courage and
cowardice, wisdom and stupidity, selfishness and generosity, nobility and barbarism.
There are incidents that evoke shame and others that arouse pride.

There is a history of sin and a history of grace, and both intermingle in the story of what
has mattered to Australians over more than two centuries.

The bookends themselves, though, are a bit shonky: four-by-two off-cuts nailed
together. Not ideal for supporting proudly the heft of the history that lies between them.
They are flawed pillars that question the order and the seriousness of the history they
hold together. They need fixing.

The arrival of the first fleet was a masterly feat of organisation and initiative, followed by
all the hardships, hard work and muddle involved in building and sustaining a colony. But
its foundations were the dispossession of the original inhabitants and the disruption of
their lives and cultures.
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The inevitable conflict of interest between the Indigenous original inhabitants and the
newcomers was seasoned by great acts of generosity on both sides, but was resolved in
favour of the colonisers' interests. Violent resistance was crushed with overwhelming
force and virtual impunity.

Eventually Indigenous Australians won some protection at the cost of free movement on
their ancestral lands and vulnerability to catastrophic policies based on racial ideology.
The disproportionate number of incarcerated Indigenous Australians is an emblem of this
history. This bookend is made of wormwood.

"These two bookends need fixing because both involve a policy designed to advantage
one group by treating another group brutally. This has corrupted Australian society and
has had fatal consequences."

We Australians are still coming to terms with the consequences of invasion, settlement
and exclusion of Indigenous Australians. Among the descendants of the later arrivals is a
will for reconciliation, but not if it costs. Indigenous Australians desire recognition that
they are the original Australians, but insist that it must be accompanied by measures
that give them an assured voice in shaping the policies, laws and administrative
regulations that affect their lives.

The first bookend leaves a double inheritance of the readiness to do what it takes in
order to secure interests without respect for people who are in the way, and an
uneasiness in the presence of Indigenous Australians that the nation was built at such a
cost to them and to their cultures.

The second bookend is the way in which we have dealt with people who have come to us
seeking protection from persecution. It displays the same readiness to do what it takes
to secure perceived interests, and to inflict suffering on some in order to deter others. No
excess of cruelty, it has seemed, could sate the cry to be tough on asylum seekers.
Manus Island is the emblem of this policy. Australians respond to it with the same
ambivalence they feel before Indigenous people, alternating between satisfaction that
governments are doing what it takes and occasional shame when the whips and scars of
the policy are seen close up. This bookend is made from the wood of the upas tree.

These two bookends need fixing because both involve a policy designed to advantage one
group by treating another group brutally. This has corrupted Australian society and has
had fatal consequences both for the persons affected and for the majority group.

In the case of Indigenous Australians it left behind discriminatory regulations, denial of
freedoms and mixed defensiveness and shame. In the case of people seeking protection
it has left a legacy of depriving minority groups of the protection of law and a fractured
sense of community. Left unaddressed these poisons can leach further into Australian
society.

To address them will be difficult. The first thing is to attend to the story of our
relationships to Indigenous Australians and to refugees, not seeking condemnation or
exoneration, but giving weight particularly to the human experience of the people who
were participants and affected in this history. This will lead to apology, to reflection on
how to make amends, and to the evolution of policies and administration that respect the
humanity of those in Australia before our boats arrived and those who came by boat
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afterwards to seek protection. Then will our history be decently bookended.

Andrew Hamilton is consulting editor of Eureka Street.
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Jane Goodall's quest to stem the human plague

INTERNATIONAL

Catherine Marshall

Flying into Sydney one recent morning, our pilot was directed to join the queue
of planes lining up to land. To kill time he flew westwards, over the city's
burgeoning outer suburbs. It was a beautiful day, clear as glass; Sydney lay
beneath us, freshly-polished, blinking in the sunshine.

v (. i As the plane
banked, the city's endlessness became apparent, for it stretched in tiny matchbox
configurations to the furthest edges of the horizon. As | beheld this sprawling concrete
landscape rimmed with green, a realisation struck me sharp as a slap to the face.

We humans are a plague upon this earth. A blight upon the landscape. An infestation of
destructive creatures whose numbers have grown so huge we now occupy almost every
cranny, whose appetites are so insatiable we have exploited earth's every last reserve. A
species so certain of its own sanctity, we have wiped out entire ecologies in pursuit of our
own wellbeing.

A few days later, | interviewed the British ethologist, anthropologist, environmentalist
and UN Messenger of Peace, Dr Jane Goodall, during her visit to Australia.

Revered for her groundbreaking study of chimpanzees in Tanzania's Gombe Stream
(during which she documented tool-making and tool-using among these apes, man's
closest genetic relative), Goodall has spent the past three decades travelling the world in
an effort to alert its human inhabitants to the alarming news: we are destroying the
planet.
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But this urgent message, gleaned from her extensive environmental observations, seems
to have been lost on those in a position to halt the change (politicians, corporations), for
research scientists have just reported that a mass extinction is currently underway, a
biological annihilation of wildlife in which billions of regional or local populations have
already been lost.

The report pinpoints several contributing factors: habitat destruction, overhunting,
pollution, alien species invasion and climate change. But the definitive cause, it says, is
human overpopulation and overconsumption (especially by the wealthy) which threatens,
most ironically, human civilisation itself.

One of the report's authors, Professor Paul Ehrlich of Stanford University, warns there is
only a small window of time in which humans can act to reverse this obliteration of
species - and says the shrinkage of the human population is essential for its own
survival.

"If we don't buy the product from the businesses that are harming the environment,
they'll do it a different way. And if enough people support the politicians who do stand
up, then they'll get reelected." - Dr Jane Goodall

'The serious warning ... needs to be heeded because civilisation depends utterly on the
plants, animals, and microorganisms of Earth that supply it with essential ecosystem
services ranging from crop pollination and protection to supplying food from the sea and
maintaining a livable climate,' Ehrlich told The Guardian. The report's most dire
prediction is this: '"Humanity will eventually pay a very high price for the decimation of
the only assemblage of life that we know of in the universe.'

But are the policy-makers listening? Did they pay any attention at all to Goodall and her
ilk for these past decades? 'The problem is, [environmental preservation is] directly in
competition with development, and certainly, in many countries, with corruption,’ says
Goodall. 'So the government is very often pressured by big business - we know that, and
it's a corrupt arrangement.’

Real power, she says, lies with ordinary people from developed countries (not the
powerless poor) who possess two potent weapons: spending power and the vote. 'If we
don't buy the product from the businesses that are harming the environment, they'll do it
a different way. And if enough people support the politicians who do stand up, then
they'll get reelected. It's us: we have to stand firm, we have to say, "If it means
tightening our belt one notch we're prepared to do it". We have to rethink the [idea that]
natural resources are not infinite. They're finite.’

At 83, Dr Goodall is a living example of this ascetic philosophy: though she travels
frequently for work (a carbon-producing activity), she's been a vegetarian since the late
1960s. It was a lifestyle initially adopted for humane reasons, but which later assumed
an environmental purpose. 'To feed all these billions of animals, as people eat more and
more meat, they have to grow more grain, and environments are destroyed,’' she says.
'Then you've got to use masses of fossil fuel to get the grains to the animals, the animals
to the slaughter houses and the meat to the table.’

Add to this methane emissions and the unchecked use of antibiotics in feedlots, and
vegetarianism (whose carbon footprint is ultimately smaller than that of an omnivore)
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starts to makes good environmental sense.

But whether it's forsaking meat or eating less of it, driving fuel-efficient cars or voting for
parties that will reduce development (and, consequently, economic growth), few ordinary
citizens are willing to relinquish the comforts of consumptive living. Our existence, we're
told, is sacred - though surely not so sacred we should be allowed to guiltlessly smother
and subsume every other life form around us. And human beings, we're led to believe,
are intelligent - yet obviously not bright enough to halt a catastrophic event of which
we're the sole cause.

é

:ﬁCatherine Marshall is a Sydney-based journalist and travel writer.

Main image: The writer pictured with Dr Jane Goodall and her mascots, Mr H the monkey
and Cow the cow, which she uses as a tool when teaching children about methane
emissions. Dr Goodall was in Australia to promote Roots and Shoots, a not-for-profit
youth organisation which is part of the Jane Goodall Institute and which strives to make
the world a better place for people, animals and the environment.
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Climate revolutionaries of East Africa

ENVIRONMENT
Paul O'Callaghan
For a long time polar bears were the poster child of climate change but that is

no longer the case. Now it is an image of our fellow human beings, millions of
them, battling on the frontlines for survival.

While we in the west debate the merits of climate science, in large parts of Africa, Asia
and the Pacific Islands climate change is a daily reality. Many of these communities rely
on fishing and farming for their subsistence - but unpredictable weather and extreme
weather events are wreaking havoc.
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This is especially true of East Africa where | have just returned from visiting communities
on the brink of famine. Over 20 million people throughout the region are facing what the
UN has characterised as the greatest humanitarian crisis since the Second World War.
Everything | saw confirmed this assessment.

Widespread malnutrition and in many cases starvation, is sweeping through Somalia,
Ethiopia, Nigeria, Kenya, South Sudan, Malawi and Yemen. The crisis is being fuelled by
conflict in certain areas while rising food prices and a large scale drought are affecting
the region as a whole.

In 2016 East Africa was hit by a super charged El Ni&ntilde;o - a warming of
temperatures on the surface of the Pacific Ocean. While dry spells are not uncommon for
the region, abnormally high temperatures have intensified both the severity and the
length of the drought. For farming and pastoralist communities the effects have been
devastating.

With over 30 years of involvement in global affairs, | have never seen anything on this
scale. Millions of men, women and children are, literally, desperate for food and water.

Released just last month, the Disaster Alley report warns that, if left unchecked, global
warming will cause increasingly regular and severe humanitarian crises not unlike the
one taking hold in East Africa. Images of droughts, famines, and mass migration are
what we must now conjure up when thinking about climate change.

The world's poor are bearing the brunt of global warming yet they have done the least to
cause it. African countries have some of the lowest carbon emissions rates in the world.
As examples, South Sudan and Somalia have relatively few vehicles and limited industry.
But their fields are drying up and their pastureland is vanishing. This issue, little
understood, is one of the great injustices of our time.

"While India and Chile are leading the way on renewables, whole communities in Kenya
are being powered by solar panels. In the Pacific, people are finding novel ways to
replenish diminishing fish stocks and grow cyclone resilient crops."

But all is not lost. If we want to find the answers to climate change, many of them exist
within the communities already being impacted. These people understand the urgent
threat posed by global warming and they are banding together to find solutions. Caritas
Australia works in 29 developing countries and in every one of them people are using
their ingenuity and resourcefulness to harness solutions. While countries like India and
Chile are leading the way on renewables, whole communities in Kenya are being powered
by solar panels. Closer to home in the Pacific, people are finding novel ways to replenish
diminishing fish stocks and grow cyclone resilient crops.

In 2016, political leaders from the 47 countries most vulnerable to climate change,
including many situated in our region, declared their commitment to rapidly achieving
carbon-neutral, climate resilient economies.

Australia once played an impressive role on the global stage where we made strong
contributions to environmental initiatives and poverty reduction. Over the last five to ten
years those contributions have weakened considerably. In Laudato si', Pope Francis'
statement on the environment, he invites all of us to hear 'both the cry of the earth and
the cry of the poor'. Calls from many communities - including throughout East Africa -
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have never been louder and it is time for us to re-imagine what we as a country can and
should do to respond to ensure a safe future for all.

‘3‘2Paul O'Callaghan is CEO of Caritas Australia.

Main image: Women in Kenya celebrate installing a solar panel supplied by CAFOD
partner Caritas Isiolo which will provide power for schools clinics and irrigation systems
and will help tackle climate change. Photo Credit Annie Bungeroth
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Is there an Asian Australian culture?

AUSTRALIA
Tseen Khoo
A question that keeps getting asked in my field: Is there an Asian Australian

culture? A recent article about young Asian Australians forging an identity of
their own caused a fair amount of commentary on my social media streams.

T

r
. - nd Ml This is for varied
reasons, first and foremost being that many people | follow are very interested in Asian

Australian identity and would definitely have an opinion on it! The comparisons and
implied derivation from Asian American culture did not help, given the US's track-record
of cultural imperialism in Australia. The article was also - necessarily perhaps - focused
on a fairly narrow demographic of a particular generation.

So, the short answer to my opening question would always be 'no'. There is no singular
Asian Australian culture, just as there is no single 'Australian culture’, no matter what
some politicians and certain organisations may want to opine.

Rather than argue endlessly about what constitutes a particular cultural or heritage
group's culture, it is often more useful to look at why we're trying to articulate one in the
first place.

As well as an unfortunate tendency to flatten differences, trying to talk about particular
groups can serve a broader political and cultural project. There can be good reasons to
do so. I run a research network focused on Asian Australian Studies. The topics we cover
strive to give depth and detail to otherwise stereotyped, shallow representations of
Asians and Asian Australians that surround us.
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It isn't just reactive, either, with a lot of work generating important insight into the
creative and political aspects of living as a racial minority in Australia. The connections in
many of these projects, stories, families and communities resonate near (such as our
neighbourhoods and cities) and far (like the idea of being part of an 'Asia Pacific region’,
or a Chinese Malaysian diaspora).

Many scholars and artists in the research network create and develop knowledge around
experiences that aren't very often documented or have been typically dismissed, as well
as forging completely new ways to understand our world. Asian Australians who aren't
first generation migrants often grow up not seeing themselves in the stories and shows
of their childhood. They become adept cultural transposers.

As a child, I watched a lot of ABC television, like The Goodies, Dr Who (my childhood
Doctor will always be Tom Baker), and the Kenny Everett Show. | was a dedicated
watcher of Neighbours for about a decade, from the very first episodes. Our family also
soaked up the Monkey series and cartoons like G-Force like nothing else, as well as
avidly watching bootlegged Jackie Chan and Bruce Lee movies.

"The '1.5 generation' Asian Australian that | am (someone who migrated before their
teens) is continually delighted to read and hear voices that populate the Australia with
which | am familiar."

Even today, with so much on offer from digital media in many languages, from many
sources, | hunger for representations from my surrounding communities and their
particular experiences. | think it's important to hear our own voices sharing stories and
experiences with our accents, nuances, and slang.

I love hearing '‘Manglish' (Malaysian English patois) conversations with broad Australian
accents on the trains. I'm excited that TV shows like Maximum Choppage and The Family
Law were funded and have screened. | relish each new publication by Asian Australian
writers, and | feel lucky that there's so much going on with the literary scene in recent
years. And all of this is just my small corner of accessing and interpreting 'Asian
Australian culture’, which is strongly influenced by growing up in Australia as a Chinese
Malaysian who is monolingual (Okay, I lie - I do speak yumcha Cantonese).

The researcher in me places these encounters and texts within the scholarly literature of
the field of diasporic Asian studies and Asian Australian studies. The '1.5 generation’
Asian Australian that I am (someone who migrated before their teens) is continually
delighted to read and hear voices that populate the Australia with which | am familiar.
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Tseen Khoo is a lecturer at La Trobe University and founder/convenor
of the Asian Australian Studies Research Network (AASRN), a network for academics,
community researchers, and cultural workers who are interested in the area of Asian
Australian Studies. She tweets as @tseenster.
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The homeless fugitives from the east

CREATIVE

Victor Ugwu, E. Unimke Ugbong, William Okello Kadima

Selected poems

Three Poems
1. Sunday I

I ran my father's Kiss
into a bible thrice

& prayed
it turned blood to bubblegums

sliced my skin
to avocado halves

& a miracle
turned a frying pan inside out

on a candle
I rebore in chumming

of lathers
candy and apples

Jesus wash his wound
in lime water

while | draw ghost at night
& break songs from a cherry seed

2. (S)he

From an acoustic
you pluck
an apple

Ultra whiffs waft
red bleating
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into spheres

he wash a strand
in teasmoke
& weed

Behind a mural
she is a nude
drawing of orange
water

your feet unlocks
& flares waltz
while whirling
into creamlight

3. Fun era

A day in the absence

of transparent leathers

- a funeral caf&eacute; or birth -
there was wine,

to many songs,

spilled gin

& long spiral smoke

in dispersal in a red room.

gleaming heavy humans
choke the house -
these passive bees

my best me in air
entered them
in the kitchen
& ran back to me

| sew mallows

from pig skin

arrange them on grandma's bed
like fine plaited whorls.

Did not wish

to be found

tucked in a beautiful
blue and white morning

the outline of my bone
transparent in sin -

Covexes apt
to break under
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a thread of
blue light

I was in a wine tumbler
glassy, ice in my ears
churning in orchestra
and my intestine
spilled itself

in an unsteady stream
stirring in acid

- Victor Ugwu

The homeless fugitives from the east
We remember that sad morning,

when the bombs exploded,

when the cold air, suddenly became too hot,
when the flock became wild,

how they ran into the wild.

look! see! The vineyard is still on fire!

look! see! The market stalls is still on fire!

We slowly limped,

towards the west we head,

to where the air is still cold,

to where the field is still green,
towards the West,

to where came the bombs, we head.

Day and night, with,

blood and tears, with,
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hope and patience, we limped,
towards the West we head,

to where came the bombs.

We have escaped,
the burning flames in the East,
we have trend,

the thorny paths,

We have crossed,
the Rocky Mountains,
we have sailed,

the Sea on makeshift boats.

At last! The border we see,
towards the West we approach,

to where came the bombs.

At the gate of the West we stood,
we request entry,

we request a stay, at least for a short while.

No was their reply,
why no, we asked,

because you are fugitives, they answered,
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No place for the fugitive,
the East is on fire,

the gates of the West have been shut.

We the homeless fugitives from the East

limp about with no place to seek refuge.

- E. Unimke Ugbong

Be bold and build him

Be bold and build him

He's not good enough for you

Pick up his bones and make him better
Bae is not sufficient to run the world
C-suits demands for bosses,not baes

You are the queen of his heart

You can be better if he owns an empire
Yes,you touch the floor for him

Others will kiss it for a moment with him
If only your unending demands

Would be unending investments

Sister, there's no shame

In making a man

Drop a sweat rather than

Dropping your dignity

In endless make-outs

They won't earn you any worthwhile title
The baes and the sweetnothings

Will never weigh more than

The title deed you own together

The turn-ups and the girls' night-outs

Are heart-lightening moments

But moments come and go, time lapses

But a place to call home always stands tall

Even when you are short of the once glowing skin

And the club lights can no longer shine in your old eyes
Be wise, be bold, build him and broaden your titles!
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- William Okello Kadima

ictor Ugwu writes from Minna, Nigeria where he's a member of the Hill-
top Art Foundation. His works have been featured in various journals both online and in
print. He's a photography enthusiasts as well as a lover of music or anything that
excapes the mouth of an R&B artist.

i
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WE. Unimke Ugbong is a poet and a teacher of social studies and global
literature. He is currently studying history and international studies at the University of
UYO, Nigeria.

William Okello Kadima is a final year marketing student at Strathmore university Kenya.
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North Korea, Trump and war

INTERNATIONAL
Binoy Kampmark
The latest strut and show of force on the Korean Peninsula again shows that the

pugnacious, dangerous leader of the DPRK (North Korea), Kim Jong-un, is
holding the cards over his counterpart, US President Donald Trump.

The intercontinental
ballistic missile test by Pyongyang last Tuesday of the Hwasong-14 - one that was, on
this occasion, successful - was the outcome of insecurity and fears that have been the
hallmark of the regime for decades.

In and of itself, that is understandable: the peninsula is technically at war, having not
formally normalised peace after hostilities concluded in 1953. Given that very fact, and
the most heavily militarised border on the planet, military initiatives to bolster North
Korean security have been inevitable.

The DPRK's options in terms of defending itself against the might of the US and its allies

were always limited, leaving the way open for an assortment of pantomimes. The arsenal
of the threat became normal: that, for instance, of incinerating Seoul in a sea of fire, the
possibility that Tokyo or Alaska might be targets.

So far, the show seems to be moving beyond the next line, the next boundary of what is
deemed acceptable. But that is largely because Trump deemed it impossible that
Pyongyang would have a viable ICBM option that could reach the United States.

From the start, the stance on negotiations has been intentionally frozen. The placement
of the unacceptable objective is a constant feature of dealing with the DPRK. Central to
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this is the effort to prevent any attempt on its part to acquire a viable nuclear deterrent.

The refusal by the United States to consider a peace and security solution that involves
denuclearisation only after the formal signing of a peace-treaty; the open
acknowledgment that Washington will not engage in regime change, has assisted this
dilemma. This is a regime that exists on smoke signals of reassurance that never arrive.

The entire matter of capability and options remains a matter of conjecture. The illusion is
fundamental, and that is part of the show in the game of deterrence. As the
announcement on North Korean state television went with inevitable hyperbole, North
Korea had become 'a full-fledged nuclear power' that had acquired 'the most powerful
inter-continental ballistic rocket capable of hitting any part of the world."

"Kim Jong-un's conduct behind a weapons program that will form a credible deterrent
has been logical, effectively making the response from his enemies irrational.”

A dangerous error here, and one that propels further risk, is the assumption that Kim
Jong-un is a lunatic who needs to be treated as unhinged. True, he may well be
dangerous, but his conduct behind a weapons program that will form a credible deterrent
has been logical, effectively making the response from his enemies irrational. This very
fact assumes that a crazed supreme leader is beyond the realm of diplomacy and must
therefore be restrained, and even removed.

Trump's own reaction seemed uncertain, frustrated. In Warsaw, he suggested 'severe
things' needed to be done against the regime; the DPRK was 'behaving in a very, very
dangerous manner'. China was also singled out, again under the mistaken assumption it
can bully Pyongyang into compliance. 'So much for China working with us - but we had to
give it a try.’

The options open to the Trump administration, short of what have been mistakenly
deemed unthinkable negotiations, are virtually non-existent. A lethal, pre-emptive strike
against both nuclear arsenal and the DPRK leadership is untenable given the losses that
would take place at the end of 8000 rocket launchers and artillery pieces.

Given that half the population of South Korea lives within 50 miles of the border, a
murderous calculus comes into play. It was a point that played into calculations in 1994,
when the Clinton administration pondered a strike on the Yongbyon reactor. "We
reckoned,’ recalled Assistant Secretary of Defence for International Security Ashton
Carter, 'there would be many, many tens of thousands of deaths: American, South
Korean, North Korean, combatant, non-combatant."

In 2012, Roger Cavazos for the Nautilus Institute for Security and Stability suggested the
infliction of ‘three thousand casualties in the first few minutes' that would diminish once
the element of surprise was lost. Speculatively, he suggested that if North Korean forces
targeted Seoul, 'instead of primarily aiming at military targets, there would likely be
around 30,000 casualties in a short amount of time'. But who wants to try?

The North Korean supreme leader, despite a string of failed weapons tests, is sitting well.
As Yun Sun of the Stimson Centre suggests, 'The ICBM test removed the false hope that

we might be able to stop North Korean nuclear provocations with either sanctions or the

use of military provocations.' The US, and South Korea, may well be forced back to the
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negotiation table.

Dr Binoy Kampmark is a former Commonwealth Scholar who lectures at
RMIT University, Melbourne.
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Data, distrust, and the disastrous My Health Record

AUSTRALIA

Amy Coopes

Plagued by sluggish uptake, clinician reticence and a substantial privacy
backlash, the $1.2 billion My Health Record has proven, thus far, something of a
lemon.

No amount of rebranding away from the unfortunately-acronymed PCEHR (‘pecker") to
My Health Record, or push to a coercive opt-out model can overcome the simple fact that
it isn't very popular. After five years just five million Australians - one in five of us - have
signed up for a record, and only 10,000 doctors, hospitals and other health providers are
on board.

The putative benefits of an electronic health record have been expounded at length by
the government, and are purported to include: less fragmentation of health data across a
heavily siloed system; improved availability and quality of information; fewer adverse
events and duplicated tests or treatments and improved coordination and quality of care
overall.

Savings, of course, feature prominently - some $7 billion in direct costs every year,
according to modelling done for the government. Untold billions more could be leveraged
through sale of deidentified data (something that is already taking place).

But for success there must be buy-in, and for buy-in, there must be trust, according to
the Productivity Commission. Both are lacking, and it is important to consider why.

In general terms, Australians have little reason to trust the government when it says it
can protect their data. The 2016 Census distributed denial of service fiasco exposed
fundamental infosec flaws; indeed, Cyber Security Minister Dan Tehan speculated that
Australia had only managed to dodge the recent WannaCry ransomware attack because it
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fell locally on a weekend.

Wannacry threw Britain's National Health Service into disarray, highlighting the
vulnerability of online systems hosting some of the most sensitive data about a country's
citizens. A similar attack crippled the Ukraine and sent ripples across the globe last week,
with hospitals among those affected.

Serious doubts were raised about the sanctity of health data already held by the
Australian government this week after The Guardian revealed the Medicare details of any
citizen were available for sale from the darknet, in real time - implying a live and active
leak. Electronic health records are estimated to be 100 times more valuable than stolen
credit cards, and healthcare is second only to financial organisations as the top target for
data breaches worldwide.

"These unknown unknowns may be trivial, or they could be pivotal to a diagnosis or
course of treatment. So too, the information never disclosed to a doctor for fear it may
make it onto a public server - a chilling effect on clinical candidness."

Of even greater concern is its value to for-profit entities (insurers, pharmaceuticals and
tech giants like Google's Deepmind) and those with legitimate access, according to
medical specialist Trent Yarwood from technology thinktank Future Wise Australia. 'The
real risk to privacy is the people entrusted with the data,’ said Yarwood. 'The Red Cross
data breach occurred because someone stuck a database on a public-facing computer;
the AEP data breaches occurred the same way and so did the parliamentary mobile-
number breach.’

Even more fundamental than technological vulnerabilities are the human ones -
‘authorised people accessing the data improperly’ to, say, snoop on celebrity patients or
fish for ammunition to execute a personal enmity, he added.

Private firm Accenture Australia Holdings has been contracted to maintain the My Health
Record system and its security controls; Accenture has, in turn, outsourced data centre
management to a subcontractor.

Of course, this data is deidentified, but how robustly? University of Melbourne
researchers triggered an investigation by the Office of the Australian Information
Commissioner last year after revealing that they were able, via reverse engineering, to
decrypt the provider IDs for a swathe of Medicare Benefits Schedule data published at
data.gov.au. Patient IDs were not revealed, but the incident raised serious questions
about security.

This is important given the Senate Select Committee on Health reported last year on a
push to have restrictions on linking MBS and Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme data eased
so that researchers could match these datasets to information from a range of other
sources - think Centrelink records, tax files and many other things besides.

Such linkages could reap rich fruit for population health and policy development, allowing
for surveillance of things like adverse drug reactions and longitudinal assessment of risk
factors and disease. But they also represent an unprecedented state-sponsored foray into
some of the most fundamentally personal dimensions of a citizen's life. 'And | have no

© 2017 www.eurekastreet.com.au Page 32 of 72


http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/06/28/534679950/petya-ransomware-hits-at-least-65-countries-microsoft-traces-it-to-tax-software
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/jul/04/the-medicare-machine-patient-details-of-any-australian-for-sale-on-darknet
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/hacking-health-care-records-reaches-epidemic-proportions/
http://www.verizonenterprise.com/verizon-insights-lab/dbir/2017/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs12553-017-0179-1
https://futurewise.org.au/
https://www.choice.com.au/electronics-and-technology/internet/internet-privacy-and-safety/articles/red-cross-data-breach-311016
https://www.choice.com.au/electronics-and-technology/internet/internet-privacy-and-safety/articles/red-cross-data-breach-311016
https://www.cnet.com/au/news/why-afp-illegal-journalist-metadata-breach-is-a-big-deal-data-retention/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-20/phone-numbers-of-federal-mps-former-prime-ministers-published/8370418
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-20/phone-numbers-of-federal-mps-former-prime-ministers-published/8370418
https://www.oaic.gov.au/media-and-speeches/statements/australian-privacy-commissioner-s-investigation-into-published-mbs-and-pbs-data-sets
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/understanding-the-maths-is-crucial-for-protecting-privacy
http://data.gov.au/
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Health/Health/~/media/Committees/health_ctte/Sixth_Interim_Report/report.pdf

EUREKA STREET o010

confidence that the data will be secure in the long term,’ said Yarwood.

Unknown unknowns

The real worry with open season on health data is what Privacy Commissioner Timothy
Pilgrim describes as 'function creep’ - the erosion, over time, of limits on who can access
the data and for what purposes. In the case of My Health Record, there are very real
questions about where these limits lie, extending far beyond what have traditionally been
understood as therapeutic imperatives into the judicial and law enforcement realms.

The legislation allows for information to be shared with a range of other government
departments (Attorney-General, Defence, Veterans Affairs), law enforcement and courts,
and for privacy controls set by the user to be overridden in somewhat nebulous
circumstances, including where it is simply 'unreasonable or impracticable' to get consent
(who gets to make this decision and on what grounds is not clear).

In terms of utility, the MHR is fundamentally flawed. To address privacy and autonomy
concerns users are able to delete information and documents from their record (though
there are limits and the process is far from straightforward). For clinicians, this makes
MHR worse than useless - it could potentially be dangerous. In a sense, it's a doubly
incomplete record: information is omitted, but the nature of these omissions - indeed,
even the mere fact of them - are entirely obscured from the doctor.

These unknown unknowns may be trivial, or they could be pivotal to a diagnosis or
course of treatment. So too, the information never disclosed to a doctor for fear it may
make it onto a public server - a chilling effect on clinical candidness.

From an equity perspective there are also concerns - users must be literate (in both the
traditional sense and in navigating the health system), proficient in English, have access
to a computer and the internet and be competent with these technologies. Those that the
AMA envisages as standing to benefit most from MHR - Indigenous Australians, mentally
ill and older citizens and those living in rural and regional areas - are also at greatest risk
of slipping through the gaps.

Until some of these questions are addressed, there cannot be a case for an opt-out
model.

iAmy Coopes is a medical student, journalist and editor at Croakey.org. You can
follow Amy on Twitter at @coopesdetat
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Draconian citizenship mindset means no one's safe

AUSTRALIA

Fatima Measham

The Guardian has revealed that two men holding dual Australian citizenship
were sent to Christmas Island under section 501 of the Migration Act.

The law enables the
minister to detain or deport non-citizens who fail the ‘character test'. The detention of
these citizens was without question unlawful. The error was identified and they were
released.

It looks like a happy ending, but you'd have to squint hard. Citizenship in Australia has
only ever been paper-thin, swept in the billows of political culture.

In recent decades, citizenship requirements may have opened up for people not born into
it. But the certificate that they receive offers little protection, either in culture wars
fomented by the white Christian right or in the more prosaic administration of rules.

The immigration department has a history of unlawfully deporting and detaining citizens
or permanent residents, and conducting unauthorised searches at airports and houses. In
2015 the Australian Border Force announced a street-level visa-check in central
Melbourne, which provoked heated public reaction and was scuttled by an irate Victoria
Police.

More recently, the Coalition government moved to raise English language barriers to
citizenship. It also sought to expand the power of Immigration Minister Peter Dutton,
enabling him to overrule citizenship decisions from the Administrative Appeals Tribunal.
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It has alarmed lawyers and legal councils.

Dutton argued that his department is 'best placed' to make citizenship decisions because
it has access to all relevant facts. The recent illegal detention of New Zealand-born
Australian citizens belies that assertion. More than 200 such cases over the past decade
have been investigated by the commonwealth ombudsman.

It raises questions about the level of competence that could be expected at the
immigration department. Decisions in this area - as in all areas of governance that bear
direct impact on human lives - rest on the skills and integrity of the individuals who make
them. The size of the impact relates to the level of restraint. The bigger the shoes, the
lighter the tread. That is the responsibility that comes with immense power.

"The problem, however, is that such solutions offer no dividends in a political climate that
weaponises citizenship. There is nothing in it for the minister, nor the Coalition."

The solutions are in part structural: better training on due process, proper documentation
and the limits of authority; cultural and legal education regarding use of force; more
stringent recruitment; improvements in review procedures and chain of command; de-
politicising decisions through judicial oversight. The problem, however, is that such
solutions offer no dividends in a political climate that weaponises citizenship. There is
nothing in it for the minister, nor the Coalition.

But there is everything in it for us. It should disturb us that the immigration ministry has
become the locus for responses to crime and national security, via so-called ‘character
tests' or ministerial determinations over whether someone has 'integrated’. It is not its
primary remit to enforce law and order; these are a matter for police and courts.

The immense power vested in the department also magnifies error and mischief. The
pattern of recent years has in fact been about eroding impediments and remedies.

In keeping with the diminution of meaning in our time, an elected official accruing even
more power is also being framed as better for accountability than an independent review
tribunal.

A draconian mindset can be contagious, and when it emanates from the top, it can
permeate thoroughly. If citizenship is no insulation from vagaries of the state, then no
one is safe.

.
LﬂFatima Measham is a Eureka Street consulting editor. She co-hosts the ChatterSquare
podcast, tweets as @foomeister and blogs on Medium.
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The English teacher's drink of choice

EDUCATION

Frank O'Shea

I served under some outstanding headmasters in my teaching career, certainly
in Australia. Becoming a headmaster in the Irish system however, was as likely
to be down to political affiliation as pedagogical excellence.

There were many schools in those days in which the headmaster had little ambition
beyond the need to keep inspectors happy while he served out his few years to
retirement.

I have one particular head in mind. His most mordant critic was his secretary, possibly
because she regarded his dour personality as cover for an uncertain mastery of his job.

'He goes about as if he is holding up the roof," she would complain, and indeed he did
have a way of shrugging his shoulders as if he was moving some heavy load from one to
the other. But for all that, he had not completely lost the common touch and could
behave like a human being in ways that surprised.

Which leads me to our head of English, a man who had risen to that position through
seniority. 1 will call him Paddy though that is the least likely name he would have been
given by his once affluent merchant family.

He was a mediocre teacher, even if that is the unreliable opinion of a colleague who has
great sympathy for what must go on in an English class - all that marking of essays and
dealing with the musings of bores like Eliot and Joyce. Life can be much easier when you
can get by with, 'Did you get the answer in the back, Mullins? No. Then you are wrong.
Do it again.'

Anyway, Paddy had a weakness not uncommon among the literati and which may well
have been a reaction to the rigid pieties of his Tory background. There was a notable
difference, however. In his case, the consumption of alcohol caused him to become
tiresomely scrupulous, seeming to lose the capacity for dissimulation and verbal artifice
that are necessary qualities for life in the modern world.

During the course of a few drinks he once explained to me that he was determined to
take his senior classes to a performance of Waiting for Godot. 'How can they understand
Beckett,' he reasoned, ‘if all they have is words on a page?' | could only wonder how the
rest of the audience would cope with the slow handclap and cries of '"Why are we
waiting?' coming from his bored students wondering whether anything was ever going to
happen on the stage.

"The general opinion was that processes would be set in train which would result in the
appointment of whoever was next in line as the new head of English. But we were wrong:
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Paddy was back at his desk on Monday."

At any rate, on one particular payday - always Friday in those times - Paddy took himself
off during lunchtime to a nearby pub. One whiskey led to another and he returned to
school before the last class, a little worse for wear. He got to the door of the staffroom,
supporting himself on the jamb and looking wistfully towards his desk at the far end of
the room, across an expanse of floor bereft of even a supporting table. | persuaded one
of his colleagues to take his class and steered him towards the front of the school and on
to a bus, while listening to his earnest plans for setting up a reading group among the
unemployed in the nearby block of public housing flats. ‘We'll start with Dickens,' he
assured me.

He must have got off the bus at the next stop, because some time later, there was what
playwrights call 'noises off' on the corridor outside the head's office as his secretary tried
to extricate Paddy from the ruins of a large geranium plant. 'He's had a turn,' she
explained to the head who had come rushing from his office. 'That's a lie," came the
slurred response, 'I'm drunk.’

At this, the head moved him unsteadily to his office. He sent for a taxi and had him off
the property before the bell went for the end of the day. The general opinion was that
processes would be set in train which would result in the appointment of whoever was
next in line as the new head of English. But we were wrong: Paddy was back at his desk
on Monday.

You only had to see the misery on his face, the head bent to hide his shame, to realise
that he understood his degradation better than anyone. Certainly better than the
interfering fools who tried to pass him a prayer card or pious novena to help him fight his
cravings.

So | come back to the head. My amusement at his permanent state of anguish changed
to admiration for someone who had the sense to understand weakness and to leave the
rule book on the shelf. Paddy remained at his post long after | left and the last | heard he
had moved from an unsteady footing at the side of the wagon to a quiet non-
proselytising seat at its centre.

@Frank O'Shea is a retired Canberra school teacher.
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Libraries adapt to the age of free information

AUSTRALIA

Neve Mahoney

There's something beautiful about the fact that any person can go into a library
and borrow a book that could change their life. That even though classic
literature can feel out of reach, it is only ever a library card away.

But with the
internet and ebooks, the free information that made a library unique is no longer
exclusive. Classic literature can be found with a Google search and read on sites like
Project Gutenberg.

So what do brick and mortar libraries offer that Amazon can't? It's a discussion that's
been going on for a while in the UK, where public libraries are increasingly being shut
down, and one we continue to have here in Australia.

I often visit my local library. | tend to go in the after-school hours, so there are children
everywhere. In the children's section | can see mothers guiding young, chubby hands
across picture book pages. | think of Mem Fox's advice about how children should hear a
thousand stories before learning to read.

Almost every computer is in use and there are signs up inviting me to use the library wifi.
A man sets up a game in the newly installed XBox gaming area. At the desks to the back,
people crouch over laptops plugged into the wall. People chat together and flick through
magazines on the couches.

There are flyers about learning basic computer skills, myGov and 3D printing, author
talks and improving your resum&eacute;. Endless posters on the walls advertise
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